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6 News 


NECC opens up a new 
computer lab for student 
use in the E-building 


Dustin Luca photo 


Student Senate set up shop in the C-building main lobby to sell 
baked goods as a fundraiser for the children of the tsunami. 


A memorial is to be 
held on campus in 


his honor 


By Lisa VALCANAS 
Contributing Reporter 


On Monday, Jan. 31, the NECC 


- community lost a very dedicated and 
caring individual. Richard (Richie) 


_ Steinmeyer passed away at the age of 


45 of unknown causes, leaving fam- 


It was an ied death to 
loved ones. He will be missed by 
everyone he knew. Steinmeyer leaves 
his daughter, mother and father, 
along with his girlfriend. He also 


leaves behind his beloved service 


dog, Phoenix, of four years. 

In Jan. of 1998, he developed and 
inner ear dysfunction that changed 
his life drastically. Feb. 2, 2001, 
Steinmeyer began his teamwork with 
Phoenix. 

In a past interview’ with 
Steinmeyer he said some emotionally 
uplifting words about his dog. 


See story, page 7 


loved unconditionally, " Steinmeyer 
said. 

He was inspired by his compan- 
ion and also said that without 
Phoenix, "I would not have begun 
my education and rehabilitation 
when | did." 

Phoenix will go on to help others 
in need of a service dog. 

Michele Forlizzi, of the NECC 
Learning Accommodations Center 
said, "His (Steinmeyer's) personal 
assistant contacted an individual with 
a disability on a farm, and she is sup- 
posed to be going up to the farm." 


10 Features 


The 2005 Commencement 
speaker has been announced 


orthern Essex 
“ommunity College 


Romney vetoes 
contract again 


Faculty hoping that 
legislature votes to 
override Governor 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Editor 


The Governor vetoed the fund- 
ing for the faculty contract once 
again but hopes are high that the leg- 
islature will override his veto within 
a few weeks. As this fiscal year 
comes to a close the faculty are 
becoming anxious to receive their 
retroactive lump sum and an 
increase in their paychecks. 

“We expect the legislature to 
override the Governor in about two 
weeks. We would like to see that 
[the legislature] are honoring our 
contract and giving us an increase 
{in salary] based on seniority,” said 
President of NECC. Professional 
Association Peter Flynn. 

In order for the legislature to 
override the Governor’s veto and for 
the bill to become law, the majority 
of the votes will need to be in the 
favor of faculty meaning two-thirds 
of the house votes and two-thirds of 
the senates votes are needed. 

“The bill will go into law if the 
majority of the legislature votes two- 
thirds,” said a source from the office 
of Haverhill Representative Brian 
Dempsey. 


nT 


# 


Between the Board of Higher 
Education (BHE) and the 
Massachusetts Community College 
Council (MCCC) a one-year agree- 
ment was set July 1, 2002 to begin a 
contract funding for June 30, 2003. 

“The agreement was submitted 
to the Governor Nov. 20, 2002. On 
Jan. 6, 2003 the contract was reject- 
ed and returned,” according to Peter 
Tsaffaras, a member of the BHE. 

Two years later, the faculty has 
yet to see their entitled pay increase. 

“Though the news is not a sur- 
prise, it is indeed welcome news,” 
said Vice President of the statewide 
union, MCCC Joe LeBlanc. 

If the majority of the legislature 
votes to pass this bill then $3.7 mil- 
lion will be awarded to 2,000 of 
Northern Essex full-time faculty. 

“It will be done in a future pay- 
roll with a payment of the funds due 
since July, 1 2003,” explained 
LeBlanc 

The hope for the faculty is that 
the bill will be passed and wrapped 
by the end of this fiscal year. 

“There’s hope. Our fingers are 
crossed that by the end of May this 
will all be wrapped up and there will 
be a small change in our paychecks. 
It’s a deteriorating situation with our 
morale,” commented Flynn. 

According to Flynn, the faculty 


See Contract page 7 
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and friends in distress over the 
ea "It's awonderful experiencetobe See Richie Steinmeyer page 6 Richie Steinmeyer, pictured with his service dog, Phoenix. 
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Presidents should 
represent us 


There is a bumper sticker that 
a lot of people are starting to put 
on their cars. It's blue with white 
text and has a very good point to 
it. It says: “There's one problem 
with America: Anyone can be 
president.” 

The saddest thing about that 
statement isn't that it makes 
America look bad, or that it ques- 
tions our integrity and ability to 
make a decent decision when 
electing someone who represents 
us. The saddest thing about that 
statement is that it's true. 

Candidates are starting to line 
up for the next round of presiden- 
tial candidates who wish to run for 
election in 2008, and while we 
don't need to worry about a name 
like George W. Bush being up on 
that debate podium in three years, 
there are many other names, many 
of which that are worse, that we 
do have to worry about, Mitt 
Romney for example. 
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It is almost like the position of 
Commander in Chief is slowly 
becoming a joke for the entire 
world to laugh at. While decent 
people like Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and Harry S. Truman once repre- 
sented us, now we are dealing 
with people that are trying to 
change America for all of the 
wrong reasons. 

The perfect example of this is 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
his attempts to amend the 
Constitution, our constitution 
mind you, so that he can run for 
president. Granted, making him 
Governor of California was a fool- 
ish choice, but making him the 
President of the United States 
would be even worse. It would be 
a joke that we would never forget. 

What we need in this country 
is the right person to come for- 
ward and represent us the way that 
we deserve to be represented. We 
need somebody who will work to 
fight for our best interest and to 
improve our benefits, not his or 
her own. 
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should resign? 
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Michael Gager, Engineering Science 
Yes, because he’s not as useful as he 
should be like his successor would 
be. 


Beth Lecourt, Liberal Arts 
I have faith that he will make his 
own decision, it should be up to him. 


Lucy Baker, Dental Assistant 
Yes, I think he should but I don’t 
think he will. : 


Photos/Interviews by Brenda Bolduc 


Stefanie Brunelle, Nursing 

I’m not Catholic, but if he’s too sick 
to do his job then he should step 
down. 


Matt Flagg, General Studies 
No, the only way there should be a 
new pope is when he dies. 


Harold Ball, Liberal Arts 

I think they should let it take it’s 
course and wait until his death, it’s 
always been that way. 


% 
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Raising a generation without morals 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Opinion Editor 


There is a 
moral dilem- 
ma going on 
in this country. 

It’s appar- 
ent to me and 
many others 
| that we are 
raising a gen- 
eration that is 
lacking in 


moral judgement. 

As much as I hate to sound like 
my parents, it seems that kids these 
days are not being raised with the 
basic moral tools regarding honesty, 
good work ethic, respect for life, or 
respect for their own bodies regard- 
ing sex. 

While growing up, kissing and 
groping were a big deal back then 
and sex was a major issue. Now, 
however, it seems that kids think 
nothing of having sex at a very young 
age. There are kids 12, 13 and 14 


years old that are having sexual con- 
tact with multiple partners and 


putting notches on their belts as if it 
were a game. They don’t seem to 
take into account that not only can 
you become pregnant or get an STD, 
but most importantly and alarming is 
that having unprotected sex can cost 
you your life by contracting the 
AIDS virus. The only game you are 
playing now is Russian Roulette with 
your life. 

I know times have changed. Our 
technology has advanced at incredi- 
ble speeds in the past 25 years, mak- 
ing our kids grow up quicker, more 
advanced and brighter than before. 

Unfortunately in this gain for 
intelligence and advancement, it 
seems we are forgetting how to teach 
children the basics of life and morals 
of humanity. 

Teaching your children right 
from wrong the minute they are born 
is the responsibility of every adult 
that decides to bring a child into this 
world. This is the most important job 
anyone will ever have in his or her 
adult life. 

There is constant blame being 
passed around in our society by some 
parents. They believe that our kids 
are behaving badly because of things 


shown on TV or at the movie the- 
aters. These type of parents are the 
ones I would like to talk with and beg 
them to stop blaming everyone else 
for their children’s behavior and take 
a hard look at what’s being taught at 
home. Shouldn’t it be the parent’s 
responsibility on what their children 
can or cannot be exposed. to? 

Some even go so far as to say it’s 
our schools and teachers that should 
be teaching our children right from 
wrong due to the fact that they have 
them most of the day. Wrong! The 
fact of the matter is, it is a parents 
obligation that their young child have 
a solid moral foundation by the time 
they enter school and the only thing a 
teacher needs to do is to reinforce 
these morals each day. 

In this country, and the way the 


‘ economy is, it often said that it is 


very difficult to raise a family on one 
income, but is that really the case? 
Or has society gotten so obsessed 
with material things that it’s more 
important to have every luxury 
known to man than to stay home and 
_nurture our children each day? 

I know myself, when my children 

were born, I wanted to be a “stay at 


home mom” and frankly there were 
times when it was very difficult fo 
make ends meet. We didn’t go on 
expensive vacations, have brand new 
cars in the driveway, or wear design- 
er clothes, but those were the sacri- 
fices we were willing to make. 

The greatest satisfaction I gained 
from staying home with my kids was 
knowing that I’ve given my children 
the most important thing I could and 
that is love, being there for them, and 
teaching them how to be good, hon- 
est, productive adults that they have 
become. I’m not saying it was easy 
or that I was perfect, but I felt it was 
my decision ‘to bring children into 
this world and it was my responsibil- 
ity to make sure all their emotional 
and basic material needs were met, 
and those material needs didn’t 
include, new cars, Gucci bags, or 
trips to Europe. 

Please don’t misunderstand me, I 
understand not everyone is able to do 
this and it doesn’t mean you don’t 
love your children or want what’s 
best for them. I just think the way 
things are now, kids coming home to 
empty houses, being raised by day- 
care providers or nannies just doesn’t 


seem to be working. 

It has been my opinion that when 
someone decides to start a family, it 
is imperative that one parent needs to 
stay home and raise that child for the 
next five years. It is that parents job 
to give their children the love, atten- 
tion and solid foundation only they 
can give so they becomes a produc- 
tive adult in society. If you aren’t 
willing to make that sacrifice, then 
maybe people need to re-think their 
decision about having children. 
Because as we all know, no one can 
love that child and give them what 
they need more than their parents 
can. 

[ have major concerns for the 
younger generations to come. I 
don’t’ have the answers or the cure 
for everything, and I’m not sure what 
we can do as a society to make it bet- 
ter. I just know what I see, and what 
I see in the next generation coming is 
a lot of dishonesty, slackers that don’t 
take pride in their work, lack of 
respect for authority, no respect for 
themselves or others, and kids not 
being held accountable for anything. 


Irag war is not just about money 


To the editor: 


Appalling. That is the first word that came to. mind when I 
read an article in these pages which declared that the war in Iraq 


has become a “money pit”. The war in Iraq, while expensive, is 


about much more than money. 

Forget about WMD, IEDs, the price of oil per barrel and the 
potential ties to Al-Qaeda that the Hussein regime may have had. 
But do not forget the 1,621 and counting coalition casualties of 
this war. Those men and women gave their lives for a cause far 
nobler than monetary gain, far greater than their meager pay- 
‘checks. These brave men and women saw injustice in the world 
and gave everything they had to fight it. We should all be so 
lucky to be able to say that we would do the same. 

These people fought not for their freedom, but for the free- 
dom of others,which is in many ways nobler. They fought not for 
personal gain, but out of moral obligation. 

If you were walking down the sidewalks here on campus one 
day and saw one of your classmates being assaulted, you would 
most likely intervene. Why? Because it is the right thing to do, 
because there is a part of you that feels obligated to help those in 
need if you are able. The situation in Iraq before the war was, in 
many ways, a conceptually similar one. Those in grave need of 
our assistance in Iraq are not so near to us nor so familiar as any 
of our classmates. Indeed they have much less in common with 
us and some Americans, likely still harboring generalized resent- 
ment after 9/11, couldn’t have cared 


To the editor: 


less what happened over there. “Let them kill each other’, I have 
often heard said. Whether or not they have the same skin color, 
religious beliefs or cultural traditions that we do, they are still 
human beings. As such it is our responsibility to help them, dis- 
tant though they may be, as we would help any of our class- 
mates, if it is in our power. As the only remaining superpower in 
the world, it is certainly within our means to rebuild a free Iraq 
and therefore also our responsibility. 

Rape, torture, murder, poverty, starvation. Whenever these 
nasty things happen here at home most Americans are outraged 
and cry out to our leaders to do something about them, and right- 
fully so. These things do happen here at times, but they were 
everyday realities in prewar Iraq and will be again if we pull out 
the rebuilding effort prematurely, leaving the nascent Iraqi gov- 
ernment too weak to stand on its own. 

While we would petition our leaders to solve these social 
problems here at home, who could the Iraqis have gone to in the 
past, the very people who were oppressing them? 

While there are problems here at home, we too often take for 
granted how safe and secure we are here, not truly realizing the 
fear and constant danger with which people in other parts of the 
world have to contend. That is why we could relate to a fellow 
student in a moment of danger, but not to a distant faceless Iraqi 
whose life has been composed of nothing but moments of dan- 
ger. 

It is shameful to speak of what the war is costing us finan- 


America’s uneven suppport for 


Hezbollah by many Palestinian fun- 


cially, because whatever financial burden the continuing war in 
Iraq could place on us could never even be more than a shadow 
of the oppression that many Iraqis must feel every day of their 
lives. Whatever sacrifices We ‘have to make because of this war 
are nothing when compared to the sacrifices that many of our 
fellow Americans have made in Iraqi sand. 

We mourn them because of their bravery, their honor and 
because we can see their faces on CNN. Is it because we cannot 
see the faces of the countless anonymous Iraqis who perished 
under the Hussein regime that we do not mourn them as well? 
After all the American men and women who gave their lives 
chose the line of work that they were in, while many of the Iraqis 
were just children and other innocents. Our fallen soldiers made 
a courageous choice in deciding to do what they did and gave all 
to stand up for what they believed in. I call on anyone who 
believes that the war in Iraq is an unnecessary financial burden 
to stand up for what they believe in and ins ead of simply writ- 
ing about how we are wasting money, demonstrate where we 
could better use that money, instead of securing freedom from 
oppression and atrocity for our fellow man. 


—_— 


Robert Barry 
Student 


Contemporary Affairs member setting 


the record straight about Iraq debate 


Abbas possible. Naturally, the 


While the Observer attempts to publish 


all letters, we reserve the right to edit or 
reject those received. : : 


oe 


Unfortunately, I 
because the reporter that covered the 
debate on Iraq by the Contemporary 
Affairs club got the gist, but not the 
crux of my comments right. 

“What I was talking about was 
that Saddam Hussein was providing 
money that fueled the Palestinian 
Intifadah. Every time a’ suicide 
bomber would blow himself up the 
family. would get a $25,000 check 


- from the Hussein government. It 


defies reality to say that a percentage 
of bombers were n ot poor, destitute 


© fools who thought that getting their - 
. families a big payday was worth the 


self-destruction. How is that relevant 
to us? Bin Laden issued a Fatwah in 
1996 that told Muslims to kill 
Americans. Out of the two main rea- 
sons, he cited what he perceived as 


must write =~ 


Israel. 

: There is a saying that History is a 
story of multiple causation. Islamic 
fundamentalism that endangers the 

U.S. is no different. One major cause 
of it is the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 


~Presidnet Bush has approached the 


issue in three separate ways. 

Firstly, he has called for a 
Palestinian state. Bush is the first 
American Persident to do so. 

Secondly, of which Ihave no 
definitive proof of, but Ariel Sharon 
has promised to withdraw from the 
Gaza Strip since well before the 
death of Arafat. Why would such a 
hardliner like Sharon do something 
that is critical for the establishment 
of a Palestinian State? Why would 
he do so especially considering that 
the Israeli Withdrawal from Lebanon 
was considered a _ victory for 


damentalist and probably acted to 
increase the violenc? Sharon proba- 
bly made his unilateral bid for peace 
because having Saddam knocked out 
of power had shifted the whole bal- 
ance of power in the Middle East. | 
really would not be surprised to find 
out that Bush and Sharon had 
planned it out beforehand. 

If Saddam were still in power, 
Sharon would not have acted because 
Saddam would have promulgated the 
belief that Gaza withdrawal was a 
victory for Arab might. 

The third thing that Bush 
Administration has done is to refuse 
to deal with Arafat when he was 
alive. By refusing to do business 
with Arafat, who held an olive brance 
with one hand and a stick of dyna- 
mite with the other, the administra- 
tion has helped make the election of 


Palestinian people wanted someone 
who could make their lives that much 
better. Electing a radical who 
espoused terror along the lines of 
Arafat would bring them nothing. 
Electing a reasonable man like Abbas 
would bring them milllions in U.S. 
aid 

These three reasons act in con- 
cert with one another. The key thing 
is that when they all succeed they 
will have robbed Al-Queda of its 
main recruiting tool. Because if 
Israel allosw a Palestinian state to 
exist, Al-Queda won’t have that issue 
to further inflame passions. The 
world, and the Undited States will be 
much safter 


Scott Miller 
Student 
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Think twice before getting a flu shot 


Do you know what's 
in your flu shot? 


By MARK PALEMO 
Contributing Reporter 


Have you gotten your flu shot 
yet? I didn’t get mine. In fact, I’ve 
never gotten one and never will- and 
after you read this, you may think 
differently about flu shots yourself. 

There are two reasons for my 
refusal to go along with the “com- 
mon sense” approach to avoiding the 
flu. First, I think flu shots are a crock 
of bull- I have seen too many people 
get a flu shot and then come down 
with the flu. Secondly, I don’t trust 
the people who manufacture them. 
As a result, I almost never get colds 
or flu in spite of working in poorly 
ventilated classrooms in close con- 
tact with lots of people every day. Of 
course, it helps to take care of one- 
self, which I do, paying particular 


attention to diet. 

Whenever I mention that I don’t 
believe in flu shots, people either 
look at me as if I have three heads or 
get annoyed at what they perceive as 
my irreverence towards the authori- 
ties- who they childishly believe 
would never lie to the American peo- 
ple about important matters like pub- 
lic health. 

In 1975-76, the government told 
the American people that the Swine 
Flu was coming our way, a terrible 
flu of Biblical proportions. If you 
were around then, you may remem- 
ber what happened next. The govern- 
ment urged the American people to 
get the vaccine. Most did. Then 96 
people died and thousands more 
were injured by the vaccine, some 
even paralyzed for the rest of their 
lives. In fact more people died from 
the vaccine than from the flu. It was 
an unconscionable fraud, which 
earned money for people in high 
places. 

So in the interest of full disclo- 
sure, you should know about this 
questionable mélange of biological 


substances and industrial chemicals 
before they are injected into your 
bloodstream. For starters, a flu shot 
contains thimerosal, a preservative 
containing mercury, the element 
which causes nasty effects like neu- 
rological damage, autoimmune dis- 
ease, etc. The vaccine also contains 
aluminum- which is suspected in the 
development of Alzheimer’s Disease. 
This information comes from not 
from the imagination of Mark 
Palermo, but from the FDA’s own 
website (WWW.FDA.GOV) where 
they have an excellent FAQ section 
devoted just to mercury and alu- 
minum content in flu shots. 

A partial list of substances com- 
monly contained in vaccines in gen- 
eral, and possibly your flu vaccine, 
depending upon the manufacturer, 
are the following: propylene glycol 


(automobile anti-freeze), formalde- - 


hyde (hazardous substance), MSG, 
(if you don’t want MSG in your 
pork-fried rice, why would you want 
it injected into your bloodstream?) 
polysorbate 80, and the disinfectant, 
phenol- also known as carbolic acid. 


In addition, some vaccines are 
grown through mediums such as 
monkey and dog kidney tissue, 
washed sheep blood cells, embryonic 
guinea pig cells, pig and horse blood, 
rabbit brains, chicken embryo cul- 
tures- ask your doctor about this in 
case you are allergic to eggs. And, oh 
yes, I almost forgot: human diploid 
cells from aborted human fetuses. 

Is that enough to make you won- 
der? Or at least ask questions? I’m 
not a doctor, so | offer this informa- 
tion neither as a prescription for any- 
one’s health care nor as a substitute 
for a doctor’s advice, but if you 
decide to get a flu shot, ask the doc- 
tor or health care provider to see the 
insert from the vaccine container. 
This will list all ingredients. 

I have made an astounding dis- 
covery about weight loss which 
could bring me substantial financial 
recompense if I were to exploit the 
numerous commercial potentials. I 
could travel from town to town rent- 
ing out function rooms at local 
Holiday Inns. Eager people would 
line up to pay my $499 fee for a one 


day seminar to receive this arcane 
secret knowledge, but I decided not 
to do it. 

I wanted to make a contribution 
to humanity, I wanted to help the 
taxpayers of this country (there is a 
campaign to classify obesity as an 
official disease) and I wanted to help 
folks lose unsightly love handles and 
spare tires. Therefore, I decided to do 
the noble thing and share my knowl- 
edge with the public free of charge. 

This astounding secret of weight — 
loss can now be revealed. It compris- 
es two parts- integrating vital health- 
enhancing components synergistical- 
ly into a harmonious commingling of 
ancient wisdom and modern princi- 
ples of human biochemistry and 
physiology. So here it is. Are you~ 
ready for these ancient secrets? The 
first principle you must follow is to 
eat less food; the second is to get 
more exercise. There it is....No 
charge. 


Mark Palermo is a member of -the 


faculty at NECC. 


Teen sexuality and teaching self-respect 


By SHAWNDY DARCEY 
Contributing Reporter 


On Jan. 24, 
five varsity ice 
hockey players 
acl geno endulisy: 
received oral sex 
from a 15-year- 
old girl in a 
Milton Academy 
locker room. 

As a result, the boys, three 
sophomores and two juniors, were 
expelled from the private campus. 
The school placed the girl on an 
indefinite “administrative leave” to 
give the family time to discuss what 


happened. On campus, parents of 
some Milton Academy students said 
there is anger toward the girl, blam- 
ing her for the 
expulsion of the 
five boys. 

The way I 
see it, this situa- 
tion could have 
happened a 
number of 
ways. With the 
ratio being five 
to one, the boys 
could have 
threatened the girl and told her they’d 
hurt her if she didn’t do what they 
asked. The other extreme would be 
that this girl is very open about her 


sexuality and craves male attention. 
Either way, this is a prime exam- 
ple of how today’s youth is all too 


= naa 
Every school has a handful of people 
that are having sex, doing drugs, and 
drinking alcohol. Even a school where 
parents pay $32,725 a year in tuition. 


often irresponsible and uneducated 
about sex. : 

With the highly sexual movies 
and television shows teens watch 


everyday, it’s not surprising. I’m sure 
when the parents of the 680 students 
who attend Milton Academy paid the 
$32,725 a year for 
tuition, they believed 
their kids would be 
learning in a much bet- 
ter environment. than a 
local public school. 
However, this is obvi- 
ously not true. 

No matter where 
they go to school, kids 
are kids. Every school 
has at least a handful of 


people that are having sex, doing ~ 


drugs, and drinking alcohol. It’s just 
the way things are. You can’t shelter 
your kids from the undesirable 


aspects of life. Instead, parents 
should educate their children and let 
them feel comfortable about talking 
about these taboo topics. : 
Maybe if the teens involved in 
this incident were more educated, 
this wouldn’t have happened. If the 
boys were taught to have more 
respect for women, I’m sure they ” 
wouldn’t have involved themselves 
in this situation. If this young girl 
was taught to respect herself and 
avoid potentially dangerous situa- 
tions, she might have avoided this all 
together. 


Never miss an opportunity for love 


How many times do we let 
love slip past us? 


By GEOFF SHEA 
Columnist 


My friend Jeremy 
once told me, “In life, we 
regret the things we didn’t 
do more than the things 
we did.” I was always 
skeptical about this claim, 
since it came from a guy 
who might as well be a 
member of the Cleaver family, and had prob- 
ably never done anything worth regretting. 
Then a few months ago, while at work, I 
found out just what Jeremy meant. 

As an employee of a bookstore, I meet a 
lot of attractive and intellectual people. I’ve 
been known to flirt with customers every 
now and then, and receive the occasional 
phone number. A few weeks ago, a customer, 
“Tom”, came into the store. I was in awe of 
how good-looking he was. My co-worker, 
Jimmy, coaxed me over towards Tom’s 
direction. When I asked if he needed help 
finding any books, he smiled and told me he 
was all set. | was too nervous to formulate a 


response so I walked away. 

Jimmy was noticeably disappointed in 
how I handled myself. 

“What happened? You didn’t even flirt 
with him,” he said quietly enough for only 
me to hear. 

I sat down, discouraged with myself, “I 
don’t know. I just choked up”. 

Tom left the store a few minutes later. I 
could have sworn he looked back towards 
me with a smile as he left. For the rest of the 
day, I was berated by my co-workers for not 
taking any action. 

“For all you know, you let the best rela- 
tionship of your life just walk out the door,” 
one of them said. The rest of the time he was 
in the store, I made sure to look the other 
way 

As I beat myself up for not taking a 
chance in talking further with Tom, a real- 
ization came to me. I never usually choke up 
and get nervous around guys. It’s just not in 
my nature. So what was so different about 
Tom? 

I began thinking about what my co- 
workers told me about missing a potentially 
great romance. Sure, it seemed unlikely, 
considering that I didn’t even know him, but 
don’t all romances have to start with the sim- 
ple act of two people meeting? So what do 


we do if we meet someone we instantly feel 
something for? In the past, love at first sight 
was the norm. It seems like an out-of-date 
notion, but it’s not impossible. When it 
comes to life and love, can a missed oppor- 
tunity lead to losing out on romance? 
Almost as if fate was giving me a second 
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In life, we regret the things we didn’t do 
more than the things we’ve done. 


chance, Tom came back into the store a few 
days later. 

“I’m back again,” he said to me. His 
adorable, flirtatious smile was practically 
begging me to hit on him. I swallowed my 
nervous fear and engaged in some flirty ban- 
ter. As he paid for his books and began to 
leave the store, a voice in my head screamed 
at me to give him my numbei. But as I made 
the decision to do it, he was out the door. In 


a sudden burst of bravery, I told a fellow 
employee to hand me a piece of scrap paper. 
I scribbled my cell phone number down and 
literally ran out the door, much to the sur- 
prise of my co-workers and even myself. 

“He probably already has a boyfriend!” 
one of them yelled after me. 

I got outside 
and looked around 
for Tom, but he 
was gone. My 
heart sank. This 
wasn’t possible. I 
couldn’t —_— have 
missed out again. — 
Finally admitting 
defeat, I returned 
to the bookstore 

A: few weeks 
later, a girlfriend 
of mine was telling me about some guy she 
had a crush on. “Go ask him out. Get up 
from this table and ask him out.” I told her. 
She asked me why I was so adamant about 
her seizing this opportunity. I looked at her . 
and said, “In life, we regret the things we 
didn’t do more than the things we’ve done.” 
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Does fat-phobia make us sick 


By KATHLEEN LEBESCO 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


(KRT) During National Eating 
Disorders Awareness Week (Feb. 27- 
March 5), we hear a lot about the 
devastation that anorexia, bulimia 
and compulsive overeating can 
wreak on the lives of our citizens. 
However, in the midst of our every- 
day media messages, what we often 


miss is a sense of how our hostile 


attitudes toward fatness and fat peo- 
ple fuel disordered eating. 

Today’s media, for instance, 
point to the values of our culture, and 
make examples out of those who 
conform and those who transgress. A 
host of programs centered around 
bodily transformations _ from “The 
Biggest Loser” to ‘The Swan’’ to 
“Extreme Makeover” _ remind us 
that fat folks, those icons of the obe- 
sity epidemic, should not exist as 
anything but the ghosts of “before” 
pictures. 

There’s a certain logic here: 
“Epidemic” is one of those words 
that seems hard to argue with; it 
instantly confers the status of seri- 
ously ill health on all those it affects. 
But after a lifetime of being fat, I 
have begun to wonder whether obesi- 
ty itself is always the plague it’s been 
made out.to be. There’s a creepy way 
in our culture in which hype about 
the obesity epidemic feeds anti-fat 
prejudice: “Not only are these peo- 


ple choosing to be unhealthy, but» 


' they’re costing the nation billions in 
insurance costs and lost days of work 


March 2, 2005 


in the process!” If we can tell a dif- 
ferent story about fat lives, one that 
takes into account the contradictions, 
we might end up creating better 
health for everyone. 

I started getting fat around puber- 
ty, although I started to diet two or 
three years before that time. My 
father was fat, and my parents wor- 
ried that I, his spitting image, would 
suffer the same indignities he had 
experienced all his life. I attended 
my first Diet Workshop meeting at 
age 10; it felt odd being the only 
child among so many anx- 
ious adults. They let me 
be the first to sample the 
diet ketchup, and rigged 
the raffle so that I would 
win the Diet Workshop 
canvas tote. 

When I was brave 
enough to carry the tote to 
school the next day, I was 
promptly “outed” as a 
dieter by a rowdy boy in 
my fourth-grade class and mocked 
relentlessly. I took away a strange 
lesson. Nobody made fun of my 
body _ it wasn’t really fat yet, after 
all _ but they did make fun of my 
attempt to change it by seeking sup- 
port from fretful grown-ups. Dieting 
became embarrassing. 

Embarrassment did not stop me 
from intense weight-cycling for the 
next 10 years. When I started to gain 
weight in early puberty, my well 
intended parents researched my, 


options. I tried Overeaters 
Anonymous in seventh grade (too 


religious, and the language of addic- 


tion didn’t seem right for me, though 
I did lose 15 pounds) followed by 
Weight Watchers in ninth grade (25 
pounds lost, but then gained back 
when I stopped teetotaling and tried 
to live normally). 

During high school, I went to 
Weight Loss Clinic, which required 
thrice-weekly weigh-ins, and lost 40 
pounds, all of which I gained back. 
By my first year of college, I was 
over 200 pounds and, awed by 
Oprah, began a liquid diet. For three 
and a half months, I consumed 505 
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Dieting always made me feel bad, it 
made me focus obsessively on my body. 


calories a day in the form of powder 
mixed either with water or diet pud- 
ding. My teeth seemed about as use- 
ful as my appendix. I lost enough 
weight _ 70 pounds _ to be classified 
as “normal.” When I started eating 
actual food again, the weight came 
back within a year. Finally, at 22, I 
became a vegetarian and an obses- 
sive devotee of the Stairmaster, and 
lost a hundred pounds. 

I started grad school at 23 with a 
slimmed-down body and a new inter- 
est in fatness, the force that had 
shaped so much of my energy. 
Remembering what I had learned 
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from my Diet Workshop days, I 
wanted to know more about people 
who were strong enough to cast aside 
diet mentality and live in the present. 
I did research on NAAFA (the 
National Association to Advance Fat 
Acceptance) and other groups that 
encouraged fat people to stop sus- 
pending their dreams until they lost 
weight. 

I started reading ‘zines written by 
fat women who were angry, not 
about being fat, but about having lost 
so much time and energy trying to be 
something 
that they 
weren't. [| 
decided to.be 
kinder to 
myself _ to 
eat foods that 
would nour- 
ish and sus- 
tain me, but 
not get 
sucked under 
by diet rhetoric and feel guilty if I ate 
something “bad.” 

I also began to approach exer- 
cise in a different way; instead of 
being driven by anxiety to spend 
hours a day at the gym, and feeling 
incredible guilt if I didn’t, I decided 
to move around in less robotic ways 
_ hiking, biking, swimming 
because I liked the rush it gave me, 
and I liked feeling strong and 
healthy. 

In the 12 years since my last diet, 
I have gained back many of those 
hundred pounds I lost at 22. But I’ve 
also gained confidence, health, and a 


sense of well being, and I’ve learned 
enough not to squander them. 

Dieting always made me feel bad 
_ it made me focus obsessively on 
my body, and constantly reminded 
me that I wasn’t good enough, feel- 
ings far from a portrait of perfect 
health. 

Being “out” as a fat person most- 
ly makes me feel good, and no, I’m 
not delusional. It’s very rewarding to 
speak to college students about fat 
oppression, and to help them to 
deconstruct the ideologies driving 
the current hype about the “obesity 
epidemic.” 

Critics of my brand of fat 
empowerment say [| couldn’t possibly 
be healthy, and to willingly choose to 
remain fat must be immoral. _ It’s 
tough to avoid being baited _ I want 
to retort that I just ran my first road 
race in Central Park in April, and | 
did it at 215 pounds _ but I have to 
remember that health should not be a 
moral issue. 

Sometimes fatness is healthy, and 
sometimes it isn’t; sometimes people 
can control it, and sometimes they 
can’t. To let one’s dignity hang pre- 
cariously in the balance of these 
dichotomies is a spectacularly bad 
idea. Those educators, nutritionists 
and medical personnel who recog- 
nize this truth have perhaps the most 
to contribute to changing those fat- 
phobic attitudes that fuel disordered 
eating. 
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Hospitality Managment 
sponsors events 


Course offers events to stu- 
dents to get them engaged in 
their major and to invite other s 
to experience the field as well 
as have a good time with their 
fellow students. 

Sat. March 5: 

Glow bowling & Pizza 

4-6 p.m. 

Acadeny Lanes- Bradford 

Wed. March 9: 

Lecture Series 

12-1 p.m. Library 

Fri. April 1: 

International Luncheon 

12-1 p.m. Library 

Mon. April 4 

Tailgate Party 

12-1 p.m. Athletic Building 

Sat. April 16: 

Day trip to Newport, RI 

Wed. April 27: 

Hospitality Job Fair 

9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

C-building lobby 


For more information con- 
tact Sandra Kauffman at ext. 
3312 or email at 
skauffman@necc.mass.edu 


Looking for talent 
on campus 


The Student Activities. and 
Orientation Department is 
searching for students who have 
talent and are willing to share 
them at NECC. 

Student Activities is looking 
to have a little fun on campus 
with live entertainment from the 
students who are willing to be 
brave enough to share with the 
student body their talents. 

For those interested in being 
part of the show, sign up in the 
Student Activities and 
Orientation Department in room 
D-117 of the Athletic Center 
before April 20. 

For more information call 
ext. 3897. 


Come and enjoy the 
show and celebrate 


As a way to celebrate black 
history the Diversity Committee 
and the College Life Unit are 
sponsering a trip to the Wang 
Theater in Boston to see Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater. 

The event will be held on 
Sunday, April 24. Tickets are 
available for $30 each. 

To purchase tickets, stop by 
the College life office in the 
Sports and Finess Center, room 
D-106 or the Student Activities 
office in Lawrence. 

The ticket supply is limited 
and will be sold on a first come 
first serve basis. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 
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Richie Steinmeyer leaves a lasting 


impression on lives 


Continued from Page 1 


Forlizzi spoke very highly of 
Steinmeyer, his life, passions, and accom- 
plishments. She knew him since his start at 
NECC in August of 2002. 

"I always used to tell people he was a 
big teddy-bear," Forlizzi said. "He was a 
caring individual." 

Forlizzi proudly commented on one 
of Steimmeyer's biggest accomplishments. 

"He would travel in and out of Boston 
a lot, and he recognized that the MBTA 
did not have TTY's within the tunnels, and 
he actually advocated the MBTA to put in 
TTY. He rose above a lot of struggles that 
he had outside of the school," Forlizzi said. 
"He was determined.” 

Steinmeyer engaged himself deeply 
in his school work, and his main hobby 
was the computer. He put much effort into 
the creation of his personal portfolio 
online. His website contains hundreds of 
photographs taken by him of Phoenix and 
the people that they met as a team. 

Forlizzi recalls when she had her pic- 


ture taken. With a giggle she said, "I had to 
sit with the dog, and then he added it to his 
portfolio.” 

Steinmeyer's website can still be 
accessed at the following web address: 
www.Adadvocates.com/images/Albums/ 

"The computer was his way of com- 
municating and relating to people,” 
Forlizzi said. 

Forlizzi and Steinmeyer had created a 
bond over the years. It was tough for her 
to comment much further. With a tear in 
her eye, and a little sniffle, Forlizzi com- 
mented, "He was so unique." 

This shocking news hit faculty and 
students alike quite harsh. To those who 
knew him, Steinmeyer was a man who 
was passionate about his studies, comput- 
ers and his accomplishes in life. 

"He bumed like a brief star," Forlizzi 


added. 


In honor of his life, Forlizzi has invit- 
ed everyone in the NECC college com- 
munity to join her for a memorial. The 
memorial will be held Monday, March 7, 
from noon till 1:00 p.m. in room C-116. 


New Computer 


Grand Opening results 
in new NECC Club: 
Technology Club 


By DusTIN LUCA 
News Editor 


There is a new place on campus 
where students can go to hang out and use 
computer equipment like scanners, cam- 
eras, and more—and that place is the new 
Student Computer Studio in room E-163 
on the Haverhill campus. 

The Student Computer Studio has 
everything any student in the Computer 
Information Sciences program at Northern 
Essex could possibly need, including 
access to a scanner, a handful of computer 
terminals (including. one that runs the 
operating system SuSe Linux), a printer, 
and a large library of technology-oriented 
books and magazines. Other utilities in the 
room for student use include a refrigerator, 
microwave and a coffee maker. 

“The Computer Studio itself was an 
idea that was tossed around for a long 
time,” said Joanne Ronsivalli, Coordinator 
of Computer Applications at Northern 
Essex. “For the studio itself, we were able 
to get some [Vocational Education] 
money, and the Voc. Ed. money allowed 
us to get some of the equipment. The fur- 
niture in here was basically donated by 
faculty and staff here.” 

According to Ronsivalli, the idea for a 
Student Technology Club also came up as 
the assembling of the Computer Studio 
was near completion. The idea, conceived 
by faculty member Kathy Proietti, turned 


out to be a big hit at the grand opening for 
the Computer Studio on Monday, Feb. 28. 
Within ten minutes of the Computer 
Studio being open, ten students had signed 
up for the Technology Club, making it an 
official club at Northern Essex. 

“There was no technology club, there 
was just a void,” said Paul Chanley, 
Coordinator of Electronics Technology at 
Norther Essex, when asked about why 
the club was started. “It's a vehicle for stu- 
dents to interact with each other outside of 
a classroom.” 

At the grand opening for the 
Computer Studio, there was free food and 
drinks, and pocket calculators were hand- 
ed out to all attendees. 

The room is also equipped with a fair- 
ly extensive library of books and resources 
covering everything from how to run an 
operating system like Linux to how to 
write computer code in many different lan- 


guages. Along with the library, there are” 


three computers in the lab—one running 
SuSe Linux and two others equipped with 
Microsoft Windows XP Professional and 
Just about every single program needed for 
any class at Northem Essex, including 
Adobe Photoshop, Terrapin Logo, Net 
Beans, Macromedia Dreamweaver, and 
the newest Windows version of Microsoft 
Office. 

The room also acts as a study area for 
like-minded students. Before dozens of 
people showed up to celebrate the grand 
opening, the atmosphere of the room was 
very calm and relaxing. 

“There is nobody checking for stu- 


dent IDs or monitoring conversation,” said 


Ronsivalli. “In here, students can come 
and chit-chat.” Ronsivalli also noted that, 
as word spreads about the Computer 
Studio, it will become more popular. 


Dustin Luca photo 
The library in the Computer Studio contains a very extensive 


collection of how-to books for anything computer related. 


all over campus 
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The main computer table set up with two Dell com- 


“We've done the best we can to get the 
word out.” 

“T think the studio will be very popu- 
lar,” said Chanley. “I think the club will be 
less popular, but it will more focus on pro- 
jects and be more intense.” When asked 
about future plans for the club, Chanley, 
whom is a likely candidate to be Faculty 
Advisor for the club, also added, “I want 
the students to drive the club... I want to 
see where they go with this.” 

“T've been looking around for a club to 
join and I like the idea of a club that's 
something my major is about,” said 
NECC student Daniel Bond, who was one 
of the first to sign up, even before the 
grand opening started. 

“Heather [Wilson] and I are staff 
members for the department and we set 
out to see what we could do to set up this 
space,” said Kristen Ganley, a staff mem- 
ber in the Technology Department at 
Norther Essex. “Because we work all 
year round, we were able to find things 
that we could get to be donated to the room 
and we kept our eyes open for furniture to 
come in the room.” 

As far as the club goes, things are 
already up and running. 

“We'll do some field trips and intro- 
duce students to technology that's new that 
students wouldn't see otherwise,” said 
Ronsivalli. | No plans have been 
announced yet for the club due to the fact 
that the club just started, but ideas are 
already flowing. 

The first thing the Technology Club 
did as a club was plan their next meeting, 
where they will discuss the ground rules of 
the club. 


‘puters, an HP scanner and an HP laser printer. 


“We're going to go over the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights [for the 
club]... we need to get more organized 
and [we need] more members,” said 


’ NECC student Katie Pearce, who also was. __ 


one of the first to.sign up for the club. ) 

The next scheduled meeting for the 
Technology Club is on Monday, Mar. 7 in ~ 
the Student Technology Studio, room E- 
163 from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

“With the studio being a place stu- 
dents can come to, I think that as the word 
spreads, people will come,” said Ganley. 
“As far as the club goes, I hope it can be 
something as flexible for the students as 
possible... we're trying to make it as 
appleaing as possible for students.” 

Unfortunately, though, the Computer 
Studio had its problems as the creation 
went along. 

“We were hoping to get it started for 
the fall, but we didn't have the computers 
in,” said Ronsivalli, also noting that getting 
the required amount of donations and 
equipment for the room was very difficult. 
“With the Technology Center opening up, 
a lot of our programs had to be re- 
vamped,” Ronsivallli added, also noting 
that, because of the construction on cam- 
pus and the resources of the college going 
to those projects instead of starting up 
smaller clubs on campus, planning for the 
Computer Studio took a few years. 

Now that the project is complete and 
the Computer Studio is now open, the 
dreams of many involved with creating 
the Computer Studio: have now come to 
life. The studio, located in room E-163 on 
the Haverhill campus, is open every week- 
day from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
Sa SS) 


Chemical leak prompts 
evacuations in 
Southern California 


RIVERSIDE, Calif. (AP)-Up to 
400 people were evacuated from 
their homes Saturday after corrosive 
chemicals leaked from a tanker 
truck in Southern California, send- 
ing a plume of toxic gas into the sky. 

Firefighters went door to door in 
the unincorporated area north of 
Riverside, ordering neighbors out of 
their homes, after more than 200 
gallons of the unidentified chemical 
spilled onto the ground while the 
truck was parked in a driveway. No 
injuries were reported. 3 

The gas plume was believed to 
be hazardous, so cleanup crews 
wore protective suits while police 
remained upwind from the spill. 

Officials believe the substance 
was some type of acid or mix of cor- 
rosive chemicals, Riverside County 
Fire Capt. Rick Vogt said. 

Residents expected to return by 
late Saturday. 


Schwarzenegger says 
he has ‘no regrets’ 
about past steroid use 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP)- 
Gov. Amold Schwarzenegger, who 
has acknowledged using steroids 
during his years as a champion body 
builder, said he doesn't regret using 
the performance-enhancing drugs. 

In an interview to be broadcast 
‘Sunday, Schwarzenegger told 
ABC's George Stephanopoulos, *'] 
-have no regrets about it, because at 
that time, it was something new that 
came on the market, and we went to 
the doctor and did it under doctors' 
supervision." 

Schwarzenegger has acknowl- 
edged taking steroids, but pointed 
out that they were legal at the time. 

“We were experimenting with 
it. It was a new thing. So you can't 
roll the clock back and say, 'Now I 
would change my mind on this," he 
said, according to an excerpt posted 
on abcnews.com. 

The former seven-time Mr. 
Olympia said he would not encour- 
age drug use. because it sent the 
wrong message to children. But he 
said he had no problem with athletes 
taking nutritional supplements and 
other legal substances to improve 
their performance. 


Man sentenced to 
five years in online 
fraud scheme 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP)- 
A man accused in an online invest- 
ment scheme that cheated 15,000 
investors around the world out of 
nearly $60 million was sentenced 
Friday to more than five years in 
prison. 

Keith Nordick, 42, of Mexico 
and Canada, pleaded guilty in 
November to mail and wire fraud 
and conspiracy to launder money. 

The investigation of the Tri- 
West Investment Club stretched 
from the United States to Canada 
and Costa Rica and resulted in 
charges against six people. 
Authorities described it as one of 
the nation's largest Internet invest- 
ment scams. They used investors' 
money to make some payments to 
early investors and to buy millions 
of dollars of property in Costa Rica, 
Mexico and Latvia, as well as a 
yacht, helicopter and several cars, 
federal prosecutors said. 
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Contract vetoed again 


Continued from Page 1 


wants the contract to be put into 
a bill and forwarded to the legisla- 
ture with the pressure of time as it’s 
two years overdue and heading now 
for the third year with out funding. 

The faculty is currently still 
practicing their protest of Work-to- 
Rule where they only work the 
amount of time stated in 
their contracts with out 
doing any extra services © 
for the college or for the | 
students that go beyond _ 
their contract. Many pro- | 
fessors at NECC have a 
reputation over going 
above and beyond their 
contracted work hours and © 
duties but now the campus | 
and students are seeing less 
of their teachers. 

During a union meet- | 
ing, the protest came up in : 
discussion. The union | 
came up with three options 
concerning their protest 
and the status of the con- 
tract. Some faculty mem- 
bers thought it would be a 
good idea to stop Work-to- © 
Rule when the contract is 
passed. Other members — 
thought that they should — 
wait until they received 
their money in their pay- 
checks before they stop 
the protest and others 
thought they should con- 
tinue with Work-to-Rule until the 
end of the semester and then resume 
to their responsibilities in order to 
support the progress of the contract. 


Throughout the duration of the 
protest, the faculty has also partici- 
pated in various demonstrations for 
various reasons. One demonstration 
was in front of Gov. Mitt Romney’s 
house for the main purpose to get the 
attention of the public to make them 
aware of the position that the 
Governor holds with higher educa- 
tion. A more recent demonstration 
was for the purpose to get the presi- 


This poster hangs on the door of a faculty member’s 
office, welcoming those in support of the protest. 


dent’s of community college’s more 
involved with the faculties fight for 
their contract. 


“A lot of people are angry and 
others are just furious [depending on 
the college]. We want to convince 
the president to get this contract 
done, to get hustling. He has a lot to 
do with the contract than we think. 
He denies it so he won’t look like the 
bad guy. He has hands on involve- 
ment in his labor sub-committee of 
the presidential council. He has 
admitted it to me in small side con- 
. versations,” said 
Flynn. 

During a gener- 
al faculty meeting 
Feb. 14, Flynn had 
publicly asked the 
president about his 
activity concerning 
the contract. 

Peter: you 
know that I have 
very little to do with 
the status of the 
contract,” replied 
President of NECC 
David Hartleb. 

“He’s reluctant 
to tell the faculty,” 
said Flynn. 

During a previ- 
ous interview with 
President Hartleb, 
he explained, “this 
issue is between the 


ee 


Dustin Luca photo faculty unions and 


the state.” 

The faculty is 
asking to be recog- 
nized and rewarded 
for their efforts and 
asking for any help that they can 
receive along the way. 


Student Senate holds 
bake sale on campus 


All money brought in 
from bake sale to be 
donated to UNICEF 


By Dustin Luca 
News Editor 


On Wednesday, Feb. 23, the 
Student Senate held a bake sale in the 
lobby of the Spurk building on the 
Haverhill campus, adding to the 
number of benefits held at Northern 
Essex to help aide the children 
involved with the tsunami disaster in 
Asia that occurred at the end of 
December. 

At the bake sale, many different 
baked goods were available, includ- 
ing cookies, fruit, yogurt parfait, tri- 
fles, Rice Krispie Treats, cheesecake 
and hot apple cider. All items went 
for $.50, and all of the money raised 
will be donated to the charity group 
UNICEF. 

“We try to get stuff going for the 
Student Senate at least once a 
month,” said Robert Cook, parlia- 
mentarian for the Student Senate. 
“This is all strictly for the tsunami 
relief.” 

According to Student Senate 
Faculty Advisor Dina Brown, the 
response to this event was about the 
same as any other event the Student 


Senate holds at Northern Essex. 

“Some people blow us off, and 
then come back later because this 
stuff is really enticing,” said Cook, 
also noting that Alden Merrell, a 
cheesecake company in 
Newburyport, MA, — generously 
donated a lot of the items for sale. 
Another organization that helped out 
with the effort by donating baked 
goods was Tripoli's Bakery, located 
in Lawrence, MA. 


While also working to raise 
money to help tsunami victims in 
need, the Student Senate also used 
the event to try to get more members, 
according to member Nancy Begin. 

“We'd like more people to partic- 
ipate in the Student Senate. We have 
many openings,” said Begin. 

The Student Senate, through the 
event, raised over $200 for children 
victim of the tsunami disaster in Asia. 


Dustin Luca photo 


From left, Student Senate member Nancy Begin, Faculty 
Advisor Dina Brown, and Parliamentarian Robert Cook. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Qatar announces $12.8 
billion natural gas deal 


with Exxon Mobil 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP)}—Qatar Petroleum and 
ExxonMobil on Sunday announced 
the launch ofa huge $12.8 billion liq- 
uefied natural gas project in Qatar 
that aims to ferry gas to Britain for 
the next 25 years. 

Tiny Qatar, which sits atop one 
of the largest reserves of natural gas, 
stands to be the world's top seller of 
liquefied gas—and one of its wealth- 
iest countries—shortly after decade's 
end. 

Qatar Petroleum officials 
dubbed Sunday's deal the world's 
largest-ever liquefied natural gas 
development effort and largest ener- 
gy financing, involving $7.6 billion 
in investments from 57 different 
institutions, including Islamic banks. 

Separately, Qatar Oil Minister 
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Atttyah said 
Sunday the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
would stick to its current production 
ceiling of 27 million barrels a day 
when it meets in Isfahan, Iran, March 
16. 

“We will study the market sup- 
ply and demand but I don't think 
there will be (a production) cut," the 
minister said, according to Dow 
Jones news service. “There will be a 
rollover of the output ceiling." 

Oil prices have hovered at 
record levels beyond $50 per barrel, 
and analysts said cheaper gas fuel is 
more desirable for its cleaner-burn- 
ing qualities. 

“Tt will make Qatar, on a per- 
capita basis, probably the richest 
country on the earth," Ibrahim said. 


U.S. military braced for 
increased Taliban 
violence as winter ebbs 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP)}— 
The U.S. military is bracing for a fresh 
surge in militant violence in 
Afghanistan, a spokesman said 
Saturday, a day after one of its top 
commanders warned against any 
drawdown in American troops. 

Taliban officials have rebuffed a 
U.S.backed amnesty program and 
vowed to go on the offensive as the 
weather improves after a particularly 
harsh winter. Ten militants were killed 
and a U.S. soldier was injured 
Thursday in clashes in southern 
Afghanistan. 

Local officials also reported that 
nine Afghan troops were killed in a 
separate clash, but the Interior 
Ministry disputed that account 
Saturday, saying the nine dead were 
armed men with no connection to any 
Afghan security forces. 

The ministry speculated the clash 
in Helmand province might have 
been a feud between drug gangs and 
said an investigation was underway. 

After reports of the deaths, pur- 
ported Taliban spokesman Mullah 
Latif Hakimi claimed responsibility 
for the attack. About half a dozen peo- 
ple claim to speak for the rebel group, 
but it often is impossible to indepen- 
dently verify their accounts. 

“T think we can expect more 
attacks," U.S. spokesman Maj. Steve 
Wollman said at a news conference. 
“Historically, attacks have increased 
as the winter subsides. We're prepared 
for those attacks." 

What we would hope for, and 
what we would prefer, is that the 
Taliban take the offer of the govern- 
ment of Afghanistan seriously to 
make peace, rather than to resort to 
violence," Wollman said. 
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The NECC 
Women's Network, 
presents: 


omen and Self Esteem 


Self esteem is an issue with which many women 
struggle. In this series of workshops, learn about the 
foundations of self esteem and practice methods to 
increase, improve and enhance ahs esteem. 


Part I 
Explore issues and learn strategies to increase self esteem. 


Thursdays, March 3, 10, 24,31 12:15 - 1:30 p.m. 


= 


Part [I 
A continuation to reinforce earnings and practice strategies. ) 


Thursdays, April'7, 14, 21,28 12:15 - 1:30 p.m, 


pee Please call 978.556.3722 


CAREER or come to C300 
. DEVELOPMENT 


A Unit of the EMSS Division to reg iste r to attend, 
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Mother support a group success 


Michele Harris’ latest 
project turns into 


another success story 


By Krista WITKUM 
Contributing Reporter 


Northern Essex has been known 
to offer student mothers with great 
education and flexible scheduling, 
but now they are adding to their ser- 
vices. Once a week mothers can 
meet fellow student moms and dis- 
cuss classes, exchange advice, and 
inform others of what the school 
can offer. The ladies are showing 
that although balancing motherhood 
and being a student is demanding, 
the task can be achieved with great 
results. 

The leader of the Young 
Mothers Group, Michele A. Harris, 
recruitment specialist in the 
Admissions Office, started the 
group as a project for her graduate 
studies. Its success led to forming 
the group at Northern Essex. 

"There is a large population of 
young moms on campus,and the 
group identifies the issues moms 
are facing."said Harris. 

The group meets Thursdays 
from noon to | p.m. in the Pailes 
Room on the third floor of the 
library. 

The meetings usually consist of 
the problems the women are chal- 
lenged with, such as lack of sleep, 
and not enough time for all their 
mother, student and employee 
duties. 

The group is in its fourth week 
and already has devoted followers. 

Melissa Lyon, an NECC alumni 
who works in admissions, antici- 


Carnival 


Citizens of Latin 
America dress down 
and party til dawn 


By SALLY RODRIGUEZ 
Contributing Reporter 


February is the carnival month in 
most of Latin America, a time to 
dance, play and have fun. 

February, for us New Englanders, 
is a time to be inside and dream of 
those wonderful summer days that are 
so far away, but there are those lucky 
people in Latin America and south of 
the United States that for them, 
February is the- craziest, hottest, 
wildest, time of the year because of 
carnival season. 

Every year in countries like Brazil, 
Colombia, Dominican~ Republic, 
Venezuela, Mexico, Argentina people 
young and old leave behind their prob- 
lems and inhibitions and get out on the 
streets and party until dawn. 

Francis Silva from Salvador da 
Bahia, Brazil; one of the cities that 
symbolizes carnival the best. said, 
“Carnival in Brazil is the best in the 
world, it is amazing; carnival is a time 
to dance and be free. I love carnival it 
is like being in the biggest party in the 
world, a whole week to party and of lot 
of pretty woman to watch at the 
parade.” 

Carlos Rodriguez from San Carlos 
Dominican Republic said, “Carnival 
for me was party time, full of joy and 


pates the weekly group meetings. 
She is very pleased with the col- 
lege's services for mothers. 

Lyon commented on NECC's 
night courses and online classes as a 
real advantage for mothers. 

Not just in academics does 
Northern Essex excel in aiding 
moms, but also the atmosphere. 

"I went to Merrimack [College] 
for a semester and I didn't like it. I 
felt very separated because | didn't 
live on campus. Here I feel com- 
fortable, and there is a more 
diverse, older student body," Lyon 
said. 

With many mothers attending 
Northern Essex, the women can 
relate to each other and gain sup- 
port. 

"In any class there is always 
another mother to discuss potty 


' training and ear aches," Lyon said. 


The ladies also note that there 
are sO many resources as well. Such 
as, one stop registration, financial 


campus security gives mothers 
peace of mind knowing that them- 
selves and their children are safe. 

Student Lisa Cincotta agrees 
that the school is great for her and 
fellow mothers. The relationships 
between staff and student would be 
lost at a larger university. Cincotta 
said the school is like a family. 

"The whole staff is very helpful 
and supportive of your situation and 
if they don't know how to help you,, 
they tell you where to go and who to 
see."Cincotta said. 

The Young Mothers Group is 
just an added assistance to support 
mothers with their hectic lifestyle. 
The group informs mothers of 
scholarships available and helpful 
workshops and seminars to attend. 

Upcoming meetings will feature 
outside guest speakers, such as a 
seminar on nutrition. However, at 
every meeting there are helpful 
handouts and donations. 

For the meeting on Feb. 17, 


pupSer esa ein tes ice 


The whole staff is very helpful and supportive of 
your situation and if they don't know how to help 
you, they tell you where to go and who to see. 


-Lisa Cincotta 


aid, the Job Placement Program, 
and the Cooperative Education 
Program, that other schools do not 
offer. 

Northern Essex also has its own 
daycare program, Little Sprouts, 
which is a greatly appreciated relief 
of the many demands of mother- 
hood, In addition, the bonus of the 


WIC (the special supplemental 
nutrition program for women, 
infants, and children), contributed 
care packages, complete with good- 
ies, helpful tips, and numbers for 
more information. 

The lecturers, donations, and 
brochures, are additional benefits, 
but the key part of the Young 


season begins in 


laughter, when I was 12 years old luse — 


to get together on the corner of my 
street with the guys from my barrio. 
They started the drums and music 
singing “Calife, Calife an old lady ate 
400 pound of dry coconut and the next 
she woke up with her .... full of 
straws” and then a man dress as a 
woman with a big butt made of fabric 
and a wig between his legs went 
through the street dancing and scréam- 
ing “ I'm Hot, I'm Hot’ pulling his skirt 
up.” 

“Mardi Gras is a time to have fun 


_and be with family and friends; people 


in Houma decorate their houses with 


~ the color of Mardi Gras, green, purple 


and gold; in Houma people take the 
Christmas trees and decorate them 
with beads and ribbons in these colors. 
The thing that I enjoy the most about 
Mardi Gras is eating boiled crawfish, a 
seafood plate that is originally from 
here.” said Shawndy Darcey, from 
Houma New Orleans. 

Most countries celebrate for four 
days straight starting Saturday and 
ending Tuesday. Others celebrate 
through the entire month. The most 
celebrated and recognized carnival is 
the carnival of Brazil. This year it 
started Feb. 3 followed by a gigantic 
celebration of flesh, fantasy and color 
Sunday, Feb. 6 and ending Feb. 8. 
More than 170,000 people from differ- 
ent countri -s and walks of life viewed 
the parade from the Sambodrome, a 
concrete structure built in 1984 espe- 
cially for this event. It consists of 
bleaches and booths along an avenue. 

The main attraction of the parade 


are the schools of samba, ‘as they call 
the different floats, were the always- 
anticipated sexy semi-nude men and 
women. Gorgeous exotic Brazilian 
women wear beautiful beaded and 
extremely decorated feather crowns 
and sexy mini-bikinis. Everybody was 
dancing samba at the rhythm of the 
fast and loud drums. Tourists say that 
this carnival is something that every- 
body should experience at least once 
in their life. 

An other country that is recog- 
nized for its entertaining and creative 
carnivals is the Dominican Republic. 
It is celebrated through the entire 
month of February around the country 
and the most important day is Feb. 27 
the day of the Dominican 
Independence. An important aspect of 
this carnival is the mask that the char- 
acter, called the diablos cojuelos 
wears. 

Stories say the mask represents a 
playful and wicked demon that even 
the Devil did not like and as punish- 
ment the Devil sent him to earth ugly 
and with a broken leg. The costume 
consists of a cape, whip and colorful 
pants that represent a man from 
medieval times; the mask has to repre- 
sent an ugly animal or monster. The 
tradition is that the diablo cojuelo 
walks the streets scaring and lashing 
out at people; do not worry they 
always hit the floor. The diablo cojue- 
los usually is part of a parade that pass- 
es through a selected street in one of 
the most popular cities at the rhythm 
of salsa and meringue music. 

The United States could not be left 


Mothers Group 
is the diseus- 
sions. 

"The group 
talks about 
everyday occur 
rences with their 


kids," Harris 
said. 

Feb. Lets 
meeting was 
based around 


struggling to fit 
the day's chores, 
duties, and 
errands into 24 
hours. Allowing | 
enough: time fo 
all the many 
responsibilities 
is a time con- 
Seu) Met ness 
demanding chal- 
lenge. 

"Trying to 
balance school, 
time with your 
child, and work, and giving equal 
attention and time to all," Lyon 
said, is one of the biggest struggles 
of being a working, student mother. 

"It's hard to transform from 
mother to student."Cincotta agreed. 

The group's agreement of lack 
of time prompted Harris to look into 
booking a guest speaker on time 
management skills, which pleased 
the ladies knowing that their views 
will be heard and addressed. 

The group's consensus on the 
school's downfall for mothers is 
that the college does not offer bach- 
elor or graduate studies. However, 
the ladies are hoping that in time 
that will change. 

The group also agrees that the 
motivating factor is their child to 


behind in the celebrations; February is 
Mardi Gras time in the south states 
especially New Orleans. The French 
introduced the celebration in 1699; 
they celebrated a French holiday on 
the bank of the Mississippi River. 
Through the years, people of this state 


Sallpataepeceiion 
A participant in the 
parade in full costume. 


have added the parades and mask 
balls. 

This celebration has expanded 
around the country by Americans 
looking for an excuse to party. One of 
the things that people relate withthe 
most to this carnival is the throwing of 
beads, and the sexy girls that flash 
their private part in order to get them. 


File photo 


Lisa Cincotta, member of Young Mothers. 


attend school. Undeniably that is a 
great inspiration and a commend- 
able reason to venture into the chal- 


-lenging world of being a student 


mother. 

Even though the new group just 
started, they welcome all mothers 
and soon-to-be mothers to join as 
well, and the group looks forward to 
the upcoming meetings. 

These women wear many hats; 
student, worker, and most impor- 
tantly mother, and their efforts 
should not go unnoticed. 

It is great to see that Northern 
Essex is acknowledging their dedi- 
cation and time that these ladies put 
into their education and their fami- 
lies. 


Latin America 


Shawndy said, “My father 
belongs to one of the floats he and oth- 
ers wear masks because they do not 
want other people to know who they 
are. Most of the people that you see 
going crazy are the girls lifting their 
shirts and tourists.” 

For the more reserved, do not 
worry, there is something for everyone 
in this celebration. The important dates 
during the 2005 Mardi Gras were Feb. 
5 and 8. 

No one is sure of the exact origins 
of carnival, but most agree that it start- 
ed as a pagan celebration in ancient 
Rome or Greece. The word carnival 
comes from the Latin origion meaning 
“goodbye to the flesh” refering to the 
40 days of lent that most Christians 
and Catholics do since the 1800's. 
People do not eat meat only fish and 
eggs, only wear dark colors and par- 
ties are not allowed. However, in mod- 
ern days, this is not what comes to 
mind when we say the word carnival; 
most experts attribute its evolution to 
the European, African and Indian 
influences. The formula that most 
countries follow to find the exact day 
of the beginning of Carnival is by 
counting 47 days before Easter in the 
Catholic calendar. 

Carnival is one of the most exiting 
times of the year; it’s culture in its 
wildest and happiest expression. Most 
countries that host carnivals have web 
sites and tourist guides directed to the 
occasions like CarnivalAmerica.com 
and CarnavalBrazil.com. They have 
information on history, tourism, food, 
events and answers for any questions. 
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2005 commencement 
speaker announced 


ABC News 
Correspondant Jay 
Schadler is to speak 


BY Tim McCALL 
Features Editor 


Jay Schadler, a 
Portsmouth, NH 
resident and Emmy 
Award winning 
ABC news inves- 
tigative journalist 
5 is going to speak at 

this spring’s com- 
mencement. While this is Schadler's 
first college commencement 
address, he has spoken at many high 
school graduations and other events 
throughout his career. Schadler was 
once in fact a college professor at 
University of Miami Ohio. 

Since then he has been traveling 
throughout the country, as well as 
the world, investigating or inter- 


viewing people for his articles. One 
of his most famous pieces was 
about him hitch-hiking across the 
country in a time long since Jack 
Kerouac did during the time of the 
beatniks profiling the people he met 
along the way. One of the first 
places he went was to Lowell, 
Mass. to pay tribute to Kerouac. 


Celebrate Black History 


Pian Now to See: 


Schalder may be called into 
New York City at times for assign- 
ments, but the city that most people 
consider the best city in the world is 
his least favorite place that he's 
been to. 

“My least favorite place has to 
be New York City, I like nature. I'm 


murder case involving a Texas mil- 
lionaire, a feature on the illegal 
trade of Bengal tigers and investi- 
gated the mysteries of the ancient 
pyramids of Egypt. He has even 
gone down to the remains of the 
Titanic for a story. Schadler also 
does interviews as well as inves- 


—---44- 


Throughout his distinguished career, 
Jay has established a reputation as 
one of the most talented storytellers 


on television. 


- President David Hartleb 


a nature kind of guy, if I'm in the 
city too long it starts to corrupt my 
mind,” Schadler said. 

Schadler's most favorite place is 
India. He has been there many times 
for stories over the years. 

“India is a remarkable place. 
I've been to the most poverty strick- 
en places and the people were still 
intelligent, spiritual, nicest people 
I've met,” Schadler said. 

Schadler has also done pieces 
on fateful expeditions of a group of 
extreme adventurers in Alaska, a 


Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater 


Sunday, April 24 3:00pm 
The Wang Theater 


Boston 


*Tickets 


$30.00 each 


tigative pieces. He has interviewed 
people like Robert Kennedy Jr., 
Kate Hudson and Willie Nelson. 

Whether his pieces are inter- 
views or investigations, all of his 
pieces all have the same theme. 
Deep down they are all about the 
risks people take to make them who 
they are or what they did to make 
them significant. 

The theme of risk taking will be 
a significant one in Schadler's 
speech to the graduates May 21. 

“The graduates will mostly still 


To purchase tickets stop by the College Life Office in 
the Sport and Fitness Center, Rm. D106 in Haverhill; or the Student 


be in their 


early 20s, 
which is 
plenty 


Varo sno 1) oo 
enough to 


still take 
Ts Keser 
whether it’s 
physically 
or emotion- 
ally it is the 
time to take 
the most 
risks. If you 
fail, your 
still young 


enough to 
move from 
it,” Schadler 
said. 
Anti 
cynicism 
will also be 


Photo cOMrisey, Jay Schadler 


a theme in the Investigative Journalist Jay Schadler. 


Gio oc eine 

Schadler feels strongly for both. 
Cynicism is a big problem in the 
country right now, too many people 
passing too many ignorant com- 
ments creating false myths about 
what is going on in the world. 

The faculty is fully behind 
Schadler giving this year’s com- 
mencement speech, 

"Throughout his distinguished 


ea 


are Your Talent 


career, Jay has established a reputa- 
tion as one of the most talented sto- 
rytellers on television... know he 
will use these talents to inspire our 
students," David FF.  Hartleb, 
President of Northern Essex said. 


Wed. April 20, 2005 
C-Building Lobby from noon - 1:00 
Stop by and share your talent 
or just check out what’s going on. 

To participate in the talent portion, please 


sign up before April 20 at the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department 
located in D117. 


For more information, contact Student Activites & Orientation Department at 978-556-373 1. Events sponsored by the Student Activities & Onientavon Depactment, a part of the College Life 
And Healthy Living Unit, Division of Enroliment Management and Student Services. To request 2 sign language interpreter please cali 978-556-3897 


Activities Office on the Lawrence campus. 


Sponsored by the Diversity Committee & the College Life Unit. 


*Ticket supply is limited. Tickets will be sold on a first come first serve basis. 
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‘By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


2 
aad 


All us girls need a 
‘girls night out” once 
in awhile. A time to 
just be with your 
friends and do all the 
crazy things you 
wouldn’t usually do, 


a like have an extreme- 
| iy cute shirtless guy sit.on your lap 
give you a shot. maybe? 
| Hmmmm...lets move on. 

___ Our night out begins as my two 
worlds meet for the first time. My 
est friends meet my new school 
iends. Things go smoothly, | think, 
everyone gets along. 


We’re starving, our 


“hungry, 


anything, and by dinner time we’re 
 teady to eat a house? Food can’t 
come fast enough at this point. 
_ After waiting forty minutes in a 
drafty hallway listening to’ every- 
one’s stomach growl and feeling the- 
hunger induced tension growing we 
finally get seated. 
’ After a long meal we leave happy 

and full. 

We park and get through security 
at the “Palace” in Saugus. Not quite a 
“Palace” is an interesting combina- 
tion of clubs, including the “Male 
Encounter.” The title says it all I 
think. 

Nearby the “No Smoking” sign 
looms. I can hear the frustrated 


_ friends. Now we know why we usu- 


Sunday, March 13, from 2 to 4:30 p.m. in the Library 

| Conference Center of Northern Essex Community 

College, Haverhill campus, the Essex Chamber Music 

Players will present Piano-thon 2005, its third annual 

Piano-thon as a fundraiser for the Players. 

4 The first Piano-thon took place March 3, 2003. It will 

~ feature ten talented and accomplished pianists from the 

_ Greater Merrimack Valley, Beverly and Boston areas per- 
¢ forming classical, jazz, and various styles of music. 

The will be music of Bach,,Brahms, Chopin, Grieg, 

i MacDowell, Clara Schumann and the Venezuelan com- 


poser Teresa Carrefio. 
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| stomachs are eating itself. Why do 
we as girls go all day without eating” 


groans from my oh so forgiving best-_ 


ally go out in New Hampshire, where 
they give you the right to calm the 
nicotine addiction. First I starve 
them* and then they can’t smoke, 
who’s idea was this! Oh yeah, it was- 
mine, . 
__At’s early and the club is still pret- 
ty empty. We mingle for about twen- 
ty minutes at the Male Encounter 
entrance. “Should we or shouldn’t 
we go in?” is written all over every- 
one’s face. Although this is all we’ve 
talked about for weeks standing at 
the entrance is a different story. 

Inevitably we go, escorted by a 
tattooed hunk in a sleeve less dress 
shirt with a bow tie. All six of us 
curiously make our way in. The lack 
of cigarettes is briefly forgotten when 
surrounded by all the muscles. 

A room full of ladies of all ages. 
The bachelorette and the birthday 
girls sit up front. But it seems no 
matter where you sit you’ll have a 
good view. There is a stage in the 
front, lit up like a runway, and three 
small podiums spread out through 


Scotland, Op. 38 by Teresa Carreno 
Heinrich Heine, Op. 31-“We sat by the fisherman’s cot- 
tage, “Far away on the rocky coast of Scotland” by 
Edward MacDowell 

David Pihl: (1) Variations on a Theme of Robert 
Schumann by Clara Schumann 

(2) Intermezzi in A minor, op. 


Brahms 


Bach 


Rossi 


Arts & Entertainment 


girls night out close ‘encounter’ 


the lounge. No matter where you turn 
you will get a show, even behind the 
bar as shirtless bartenders mix 
drinks. 

All the pretty buffed up boys, 
covered in fake tanner and tear away 
pants perform. Dollar bills fly out-of 


ThePalaceBoston.com photo 


fireman, although they did have a 
cowboy. Ff 

Once we had our fill of beef cake 
and coconut oil we went club hop- 
ping from one to another trying to 
find the one that seems to fit. There 
are many different clubs to chose 


ee 


We mingle for about twenty minutes at 
the Male Encounter entrance. ‘Should 
we or shouldn’t we go in?’ is written all 
over everyone’s face. 


purses all around. The show is some- 
thing to see, but only once or twice. 
It’s something to say you went too, 
but we don’t have to go back for a 
few years or until one of us girls gets 
engaged. They put on some ridicu- 
lous performances. Whatever hap- 
pened to classics like the cop or the 


(2) Poems After 


118 by Johannes 


(3) The Wedding at Troldhaugen by Edvarde Grieg 
Elaine Rombola: Partita #1 in B flat Major by J. S. 


Marc W. Rossi: (1) Refuge in the Rhythm by Marc W. 


ee ce org 


* amy 


: Lenny Cavallaro will perform “Clocks” one of his 


_ own works. Three of the performers will play jazz pieces 
’ - including their own jazz arrangements of standards and 
_ original compositions. 

A rhythm section will accompany the jazz pianists. 


~ The jazz will be performed following the classical pieces. 


_ The performance will be on the world class Falcone grand 
piano. 


‘There will be two intermissions: 2:45 and 4:30 p.m. 


Refreshments provided by the NECC Music Club will be 
available. 


> General admission: $10.00. Students and senior citi- 


zens: $5.00. Families: $25.00. Tickets at the door or 


: online from M VArts.info 


Pianists performing and the program: 

Lenny Cavallaro: (1) Aria, Variations 1-10, and 
Variation 30 (the quodlibet) from the Goldberg 
Variations, BWV 988, by J. S. Bach (2) “Clocks,” Op. 11 
by Lenny Cavallaro 

Stephen James: Ballade in F Minor, Op. 52 by 
Fryderyk Chopin 

Dan J. Kennedy: “So-NOT-a” (Avant Garde meets 
New Age) - an improvisation by Dan J. Kennedy 

Elaine Mawhinney: Fantasie-Impromptu in C# minor, 
Op. 66 by Fryderyk Chopin 

William Thomas McKinley: Jazz standards — impro- 
visations, trio accompaniment 

Carmen Rodriguez-Peralta: (1) Highland, Souvenir of 


(2) New Beginnings in the Late 20th Century by 
Marc W. Rossi 


Peter John Stoltzman: (1) Lush Life - solo piano 


arrangement by Peter John Stoltzman 
(2) Mysterious Ways - trio version of an Pee com- 
position by Peter John Stoltzman 


from. All play different kinds of 
music and have a different atmos- 
phere. We dance, or for me try to 
dance (those damn inhibitions!), 
while escaping the grabby hands of 
little boys that don’t get the hint. 

Three little tips for those boys: 
(These are to help you Jen!) 


Number one: When a girl grabs 
her friends hand and pulls herself 
away don’t go around and try to 
dance with her again. 

Tip number two: Please wear 
deodorant, and if you’re going to eat 
smelly food buy some mints! Us girls 
spend hours getting ready for our 
night out and we don’t like getting 
covered in body odor. 

Tip number three: If you want to 
dance, just ask don’t hit the poor girl 
and grunt at her like a caveman. 

Truth is most girls would rather 
dance with their friends, but for any- 
one that has ever gone to a club that 
becomes impossible. Although I 
must admit when I turned around and 
saw the guy who was dancing with 
me I was pleasantly surprised for 
once. 

By the end of the night every- 
one’s tired, in need of a smoke, or 
has really painful heels on. Our ride 
home is having her own fun in a 
downstairs club with a cute boy. It is 
impossible to find someone in a 
crowd of dancing bodies, and very 
easy to lose someone. The strobe 
lights flash and one minute your 
friend is behind you and then their 
gone. 

Eventually we make our way 
through the maze that is the Palace at 
closing time. They close off every- 
thing and you just find your own way 
out. 

New friends and old we head 
back home in the early morning. 
Everyone had some good times, even 
with the small bumps in the road. 
Another girls night out for the books. 


Third annual Piano-thon at NECC 


Piano-Thon 2005 Performers 


Stephen 
James 


Lenny 
Cavallaro 


William Thomas 
McKinley 


Carmen 
Rodriguez- 


Elaine 
Mawhinney 


Dan J. 
Kennedy 


Marc W. Rossi 


Peralta 


David Pihl 


Elaine 
Rombola 


Peter John 
Stoltzman 
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Do you believe in the Boogeyman? 


Childhood fears 
come back to life in 
new movie 


By VANESSA POSNER 
Contributing Reporter 


‘Do you 
believe in The 
Boogeyman? 
After seeing 
this movie, 
you just might. 

People are 
only afraid of 
what is 
unknown to 
them. That is 
what makes things scary. A dark 
hallway or the shadow created from a 
slightly opened closet door are things 
that might just give you goose 
bumps. 

Ever heard the story of the 
Boogeyman when you were little? 
Almost every child has. 

“Boogeyman” is a new age kind 
of horror movie that will make you 
never want to go near your closet 
door ever again. 


“Boogeyman” tells the story of a 
young man, Tim Jensen, played by 
Barry Watson. Most of us know 
Watson from the hit television show 
“7th Heaven.” 

In the opening scene of the movie 
we come across Tim as a young child 
lying in his dark bedroom. He keeps 
seeing shadows and hearing strange 
noises. 

A jacket and a hat lying on the 
back of a chair cast an eerie shadow, 
causing the child to turn on the light 
instinctively. When the wind from an 
opened window blows the child’s 
lamp onto the floor and breaks it, he 
immediately hides under his covers. 
All of a sudden he sees a shadow 
coming through his sheets. It turns 
out to be his father. When Tim starts 
to rant on about there being some- 
thing in his room, his father tries to 
assure him that there is nothing in his 
room, neither under the bed nor in the 
closet. 

However what his father doesn’t 
realize is that there may just be some- 
thing hiding in the closet. Something 
or someone snatches his father into 
the closet and the door slams shut. 
Tim is traumatized from this experi- 
ence and it scars him for the rest of 
his life. 

No one believed Tim when he 


said the Boogeyman took his father, 
not even his mother. He was told 
ever since the incident happened that 
his father had just picked up and 
“left” one day. ; 

He does not return to his child- 
hood home until years later when he 
finds out that his mother recently 
passed away. Tim decides to spend 
the night in his childhood home as 
recommended by his old psychiatrist. 

“There’s nothing in there but 
memories,” the doctor, played by 
Robyn Malcolm, says. 

Before he returns home he 
reunites with his old friend Kate, 
played by Emily Deschanel. Before 
Tim can even enter his old child- 
hood bedroom he is scared away by 
an extremely evil image. He real- 
izes not too long after that the 
Boogeyman is real and that he is 
after everyone Tim cares about, 
including his girlfriend Jessica 
(Tory Mussett) and old friend Kate. 

At his mother’s funeral Tim 
sees a young girl watching him 
from afar. He is curious and won- 
ders who she is. He comes across 
her again and learns that her name 
is Franny. However, we come to 
find out that she vanished in 1985 
and that her father was trying to 
face down the Boogeyman once 


and for all, but failed. 

The end of the movie brings Tim 
and Kate ridding the Boogeyman for 
goodl. Tim nails a chair to the floor 
right in front of his closet. What hap- 
pens next is only for you to find out. 

This movie is a new age kind of 
horror movie. There are plenty of 
surprises along the way. It is only 
rated PG-13 but there are numerous 


Yahoo! Movies photo 


scenes where things jump. out and 
show some extremely disturbing 
images. If you love scary movies 
then go to see this movie, it changes 
the ideal of all horror movies put out 
these days. It is plenty scary and 


creepy and could leave some children 


really believing in the Boogeyman. 


‘The Wedding Date,’ a modern day romance 


with a twist when it comes to falling in love - 


By SHERI KINNEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Kat, played by actress Debra 
Messing, a woman from New York 
who has never been married, is invit- 
ed to her younger sister’s wedding in 
London. 

What should be a blissful occa- 
sion is catastrophic for Kat when she 
finds out that the best man will be 
none other than her ex-fiancé, who 
dumped her a couple years before. 

Frantic to find a date, Kat desper- 
ately hires Nick, played by Dermot 
Mulroney, a handsomely perfect pro- 
fessional male escort. Although 
Nick’s perfection is irresistible, Kat 
is blinded by her fawning for her ex, 
and is unable to see what is standing 


right before her. we 
Kat’s family | 
falls for Nick’s 
charming wit and | 
knowledgeable 
advice, the groom 
quickly takes him in 
as his new best } 
friend, and all the : 
women find him 3 
flawless. 
Diesen! OANt 
Mulroney, from the ; 
romantic film “My 
Best Friend’s 
Wedding,” not only ; 
has the near perfec- 
tion of Brad Pitt but 
his sex appeal in this 
movie will have 
women everywhere 


falling for 
— him. Not only 
is he striking- 
ly attractive, 
but his char- 
acter in this 
movie shows 
that you 
should never 
_ judge a book 
| by its cover. 
| The depth of 
knowledge 
Nick has both 
on women 
and life 
would send 
any girl head 
over heels. 

If you’re 
Yahoo! Movies photo pot into the 


whole “love thing,’ then “The 
Wedding Date” is definitely not the 
movie for you. Filled with romantic 
gestures and lovesick quotes, girls, 
you'll be yearning for a man like 
Nick to fall in love with you. - 

“The Wedding Date,” is a great 
romantic film because I think it 
shows that looks aren’t the only thing 
a woman wants in a man. It shows 


that even men who-seem like they | 


aren’t ready to settle down, will in 
time, when they find the right 
woman. 

This movie shows that superfi- 
ciality is drastically overrated, and 
what a woman really wants is a man 
with knowledge and heart. 


Keanu Reeves fights evil to get mto heaven 


‘Constantine ’ is 
confusing but hard to 
turn away from 


By CHRISTA LARSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Confusing was the first word that 
came to my mind after seeing 
“Constantine.” 

Actually, I was thinking that 
throughout the whole movie. By no 
means was this movie boring. My 
left 
because the whole time I was just try- 


attention rarely the screen 


ing to figure out what was going on. 


The movie is based on the series 
of Hell-blazer graphic novels from 
DC Comics/Vertigo. I was not aware 
of the Hell-blazer novels, maybe if I 
was, then the movie would be a little 
less confusing and I could have 
enjoyed it more. 

Keanu Reeves plays the infa- 
mous John Constantine. A man who 
can see the “half-breeds” that are on 
earth. 

In the movie, God and the Devil 
made a little wager. Both of them 
agreed that they would not directly 
influence humans. They have half- 
angels and half-demons that whisper 
the influence of good or evil into the 
ears of humans. 


To everyone else these half- 
breeds look normal, but Constantine 
can see both sides. All his life he had 
the ability to see both sides of the 
world. As a teenager it drove him 
crazy and he tried to kill himself. It’s 
a mortal sin to kill oneself, so he was 
sent to hell, he was dead for two min- 
utes, and then he came back. 

Constantine devoted the rest of 
his life to pulling demons; they try to 
possess people. He hopes that doing 
that would grant him a place in 
Heaven. a tie 

Time runs out for Constantine 
when he finds out that he has lung 
cancer and doesn’t have very long to 
live. He has to figure out some way 


oe 


In the movie God 
and the devil made 
a little wager. 


to get into Heaven. 

Besides his quest for eternal sal- 
vation Constantine is hunted down 
by a lady cop named Angie. Her twin 
committed suicide, but Angie doesn’t 
believe that because her sister was a 
devout Catholic. 

The devil’s son is trying to get 


into our world. Constantine’s job is 
to stop that. The plot, not so hard to 
follow, everything else thrown in is. 
Some parts of the movie just don’t 
make sense. Like the crazy man who 
finds the Spear of Destiny. The 


“beginning makes it seem like the 


spear would have a bigger role than it 
does. 

The graphics of the movie, awe- 
some, the Hell they portray would 
make one seriously want to do well 
throughout their life. It also gives 
away that never-ending message of 
“Don’t Smoke,” cause it will kill 
you. 


245i 
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Blaine Larsen brings 


'the classic sound back 
to country music 


’ 
'By DANIELLE SIECZKOWSKI 


| Contributing Reporter 


Any fan of country music needs 
| 
| to pick up newcomer Blaine Larsen’s 


3 “Off to Join the World” album. 


In a time where country music is 
becoming more popular’ with 
|| younger generations, Larsen adds a 
"youthful face to the genre. At the 
| same time this 19-year-old is able to 

bring the classic sound back to coun- 


"try music. 


He has already been compared 


to stars like George Strait and Alan 


Jackson. Larsen is open about Strait 
being an influence, which is demon- 
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strated in the songs “That’s All I’ve 
Got to Say About That” 
“Teaching Me How to Love You.” 
He thanks: Strait in his “thank-you” 
section, saying that he is optimistic 


and 


CMT.com photo 


that Strait may read the thank-you 
one day. 

Larsen released a different ver- 
sion of this CD last year called “In 
My High School,”: but added a song 


this time around. This album con- 
tains good ol’ country jams like 
“Yessireebob,” but also has its share 
of ballads like, “If Merle Would Sing 
My Song,” a collaboration with the 
legendary Merle Haggard. 

Perhaps the showcase of this 
record is the first radio release, “How 
Do You Get That Lonely?” This 
song deals with teen suicide, a con- 
troversial topic, and exhibits Larsen’s 
incredible voice. It is already doing 
well on the country charts and is on 
the road to being the young singers 
first top ten hit. 

Overall, what could be the most 
impressing factor of this release is 
Larsen wrote six of the 11 songs on 
the record. This is a great feat for 
someone so young that seems to have 
an old soul. 

“Off to Join the World” is a well 
compiled album featuring true coun- 


Newcomer is true to country roots 


gy ere 


This a great feat 
for someone so 
young that seems 
to have an old soul. 


try music. It emphasizes the guitar, 
violin, steel guitar, and is topped off 
with an incredible voice. Country 
songs are suppose to tell a story and 
Larsen does a flawless job at com- 
plying with this. 

He defies those skeptics who 
claim that country music is headed 
towards the pop world. His sound is 
a refreshing breeze that sweeps lis- 
teners back to the authentic roots of 
the country genre. 


Even first time host Chris Rock couldn’t save 


KRT 


It’s a good thing Oscar doesn’t 
have eyelids. They would have 
slipped shut, as those of millions of 
Americans undoubtedly did, during 
Sunday’s all-time snorer of an 
Academy Awards telecast. 

Don’t blame Chris Rock in his 
hosting debut. The only way he could 
have saved this show was to extend 
his monologue to four hours. With 
the exception of a typically manic 
turn by Robin Williams, the opening 
was the only life the telecast had. 

Rock’s act is raunch and race, 
half of which was out of bounds on 
broadcast TV. He still managed to 
_make the industry squirm _ not with 

his language, which was admirably 
sanitized, but with his digs at some of 
showbiz’s young stars. If the best a 
producer can do is get a Tobey 
Maguire, Jude Law, Colin Farrell or 
Ja Rule, when they really want Clint 
Eastwood, Russell Crowe or Denzel 
Washington, they should just wait 
until the genuine stars are available, 
Rock quipped. (Uber-intense presen- 
ter Sean Penn, the thinking man’s 


boor, later made the mistake of trying ° 


to answer Rock’s humorous routine 
with a somber defense of Law.) 

_ Rock also made a point of how, 
despite the unusually large number of 


_ black nominees this year, the Oscars . 


are white “America’s big night. 
Visiting a Magic Johnson multiplex, 
he couldn’t (or went out of his way 
not to) find a black moviegoer who 
had seen any of the nominated films. 
Then again, he probably could have 
done the same at multiplexes with 
predominantly white crowds, another 
turnoff for the telecast. 

There were also the almost 
mandatory digs at George W. Bush. 
Rock mock marveled at how the 
president was able to keep his job 
despite running an elephant-choking 
deficit and going to war over 
weapons that proved nonexistent. 

The only thing new and distinc- 
tive about this Oscarcast was produc- 
er Gil Cates’ decision to speed things 
up by presenting some awards out in 
the audience and others with the 
nominees already on the stage. Rock 
joked that the next step would be 


drive-by presentations. 

This experiment was demeaning 
to the nominees and a false economy, 
saving only a few seconds the walk 
to the stage takes. The total time sal- 
vaged could have been made up by 
limiting or eliminating entirely a 
deadly boring speech by Al Pacino 
introducing honorary Oscar winner 
Sidney Lumet. A touching remem- 
brance of Johnny Carson, who 
despite being almost a regular host of 
the Oscars in his prime was not con- 
sidered’ a member of the movie 
industry by most, also could have 
been curtailed for time. You could 
almost hear the winners of the Oscar 
for makeup asking, “I had to give my 
acceptance speech in the back of the 
hall for this?” 

Cates can boast he brought the 
show in nearly on time, at 11:40 
p.m., but it wasn’t because of the 


a ee 
Rival networks have traditionally laid 
down on Oscar night, even as ratings 
have continued to decline. It might be 
_time to rethink that strategy. 


unconventional presentations. 

The night also was short of mem- 
orable Oscar moments at the podium. 
The closest was best actress winner 
Hilary Swank chastising the orches- 
tra that they couldn’t shut down her 
long-winded thank-you’s because 
she hadn’t got to Clint Eastwood. 
Sure enough, the music stopped. But 
it picked up again when Swank men- 
tioned her publicist. 

Jamie Foxx also choked up as he 
recalled the encouragement he 
received from his late grandmother, 


the Oscars from another boring telecast _ 


“Yahoo! Inages plinto 


but this genuine moment. was cut 
short within a couple of seconds, to 
go to a commercial block. 

As always, not one of the major 
awards was presented until after 11 
p-m., the end of prime time. Rival 
networks have traditionally laid 
down on Oscar night, even as the rat- 
ings have continued to decline. It 
might be time to rethink that strategy. 
There surely are millions of 
Americans who wish they would. 


Unsold textbooks are being returned to Publishers!!! 
The NECC bookstore will be returning 


unsold textbooks to the publishers March 10. 
Please don’t put off that textbook purchase another day!! 
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A College Girl Named Joe By Aaron Warner pe ake 
f1°S ALREADY MY a GROENING 


SECONP YEAR, IND IVE BEER A COLES: 


T RAVEN 'T PICKED EKGHT VEARS INO TNE WHEN I GOTO SLEEP AT] | THIS UNFAILING INNER I]. 


NIGHT, IT OPEN UP MyY- ]} | GUIDE Gives mE CoMPLETE 


SELF To MY ONFETIERED PEACE OF MIND. 
IMAGINATION, ao 


MY GREATEST JOY IS 
THAT I'VE LEARNED TO 
TRUST THE MESSAGES FRM 
L WITHIN MY SOUL. 


>» 


THE GHOSTLY VOICES FRom] | T AM A DREAMER, AND] | BECAUSE FULFILLING MY 


avurpaewriny ARS 0 WHAT CAN YOU 2 AN eae bie a t eee ae My DREAMS \S SueeLy MY 
“Be SO WHA ust NEY | DREAMS To BEComE 
SORRY YOU HA SS ULTIMATE PURPOSE IN 
TO WAIT SOLONG, Bee tag ee “]: POTOCHANGE stop ISOLATED SPECK IN THE FULFILLED. 
oes NIVERSE 
VE PONE WRONG SO FAR I Fp UN\ . 


AN? CONTINUE TO 
SCREW-UP. 


% 2004 Amaving Auton Productions 


iy 


Don'T FoRGET To 

LEND AKBAR ANOTHER 
Foety BUCES.... 
Ware : 
as 


Cua 


AND RIGHT NOW, MY HEART 

TEUS ME TO RELAY, CLOSE 

MY EYES, DRIET INTO 

UNTROUBLED SLUMBER, AND 
2 Dudes By Aaron Warner LISTEN To MY DESTINY, 


BLN ei S 
¥ 
SAI 


it’s a-blessing in disguise, : 
especially if it was any kind of retail job. | 


51 St... Cardinals 
S2 Outlay 

54 Emus kin 
28 Word bator 


ore 
61 Zagred’s land 
86 Had a bite 
6? Grow old 
68 Trash takers 
88 Crooner Torme 
70 Mayday! 
7% Sets up biocks 


Mid, Aitimca 


The pain will only make you stronger in the end 


#1 Find a best friend that quits when you get fired, applauds your liplock, 
supports your drearns, has a clean record when it comes to backstabbing 
..well she just gets the whole friendship thing. 


Bee 


& mess 
eee f end! 


a McKinley's fest 40 o cshageoe ial 
Kinloy’s far gy material ; 
41 Mookshood 50 Sell-detense &8 Sothering 

8 
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6 karod rides 45 Twosome Sa One ofthe Fab = 62 Pum pint 

7 Leather seat =. 46 Puta oni! Four 63 Wiltams or Turner 
8 Cay nearthe = 47 NASA'S ISS $5 Take a 64 Choler 
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2005 Academy Awards 


i@ 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Style Editor 


The Academy 
Awards, the biggest 
night in Hollywood 


where actors, 
actresses, -directors, 
producers; you 


name it, come out 
and strut their stuff 
(and also win 
rs). But the most important peo- 
ple that night are not the actors or any 
other person that contributed to a 
movie. The most important people 
are the fashion designers that design 
the Oscar gowns and suits worn by 
celebrities. So without further ado, 


Emmy Rossum 


neck, low-cut 
back navy blue 
Guy Laroche 
dress __ proved 
that she 


deserved the 
rights to pull a J- 
Lo and win lead 
actress for her 
role. 

Our next 
actress has cap- 
tured America's 
hearts and in 
returned she 
showed us hers. 
New mommy, 
Gwyneth 
Paltrow, showed 
off where Apple 


eonline.com photo 


let us present the gowns of the Oscars 
and the beautiful celebrities who 
wore them. 

First we have the lovely Emmy 
Rossum, from the movie Phantom of 
the Opera. She wore a red Ralph 
Lauren gown completely acces- 
sorized with ruby Harry Winston 
jewels surrounded with diamonds. 

Our next fashion statement was 
made by the ever-so-lovely Catalina 
Sandino Moreno who appeared in a 
white low-cut Roberto Cavalli gown 
with silver embroidered straps 
around her shoulders. 

While we are on the topic of hot- 
ties, lets take a look at Penélope Cruz 
and her yellow Oscar de la Renta silk 
dress. She looked young, sweet and 
innocent but was*no match for the 
Stellar Latina diva, Salma Hayek, 
who looked magnificent in her low- 
cut, navy blue Prada dress, outfitted 
with black velvet appliqué flowers. 

Next on our list is Million Dollar 
Baby actress Hilary Swank, her high 


feeds from, in her 
elegant Stella 
McCartney, pale 
pink strapless gown, 
which accentuated 
her new but all nat- 
ural cleavage. 

eh asrlipze 
Thereon did a com- 
plete turn around 
from her Golden 
Globe disaster, in a 
bluish -gray Christian 
Dior gown. And 
although her hair 
was lightened to a 
now light brown 
shade from its once 
jet-black monstrosi- 
ty, it was still a little 
too dark for my 
taste and would 
have been better 
with a lighter shade. 


Gwyneth Paltrow 


eonline.com photo 


Johnny Depp and Vanessa Paradis 


eonline.com photo 


Other notable appearances were 
actresses such as Halle Berry, Kate 
Winslet, Sophie Okonedo, Beyoncé 
Knowles and Natalie Portman (who 
is now off the worst dressed list) just 
to name a few. Unfortunately all the 
beautiful people cannot be men- 
tioned because it's now time for the 
disasters of the evening. 


eonline.com photo 


Yes there were a few fashion dis- 
asters that disgraced and brought 
shame to the members of the 
Academy, and to start off the list we 
have the beautiful Victoria's Secret 
model Gisele Biinchen who appeared 
to be hiding, what might have been a 
lovely tabloid story but unfortunately 
just turned out to be a horrible strap- 
less white muumuu that made her 
look like she was housing a Leonardo 


DiCaprio Jr. (Sorry National 
Enquirer) 

The next victim on our list is 
Johnny ~ Depp. The Finding 


Neverland star apparently needs to 
find a wardrobe consultant and leave 
Neverland alone, Michael Jackson 
already found it. His blue tux looked 
like he was going to a prom on That 
70's Show and I'm sure even then 
Ashton Kutcher still wouldn't have 
invited him. 

Robin Williams is the next target. 
He must have thought that he was 
being nominated for his 1996 role in 
The Birdcage, which inspired him to 
leave his house in a very flamboyant 
magenta collar shirt, which was too 
obvious to hide behind his black tux; 
and although he's very humorous, its 
times like these when we start to 
question his sanity. 

For the disastrous ladies we have 
actresses such as Zana _ Briski, 
Melanie Griffith, Scarlett Johansson. 


Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Gisele Bundchen 


Inside the dressing rooms of the 


Zana Briski wanted all eyes to be 
on her just before they were burnt out 
of there sockets, from looking help- 
lessly at her awful greenish-yellow 
Halston gown. Word to the wise: 
when the paparazzi is afraid. to take 
pictures of your dress because they 
might start melting when doing so, 
it's time to change your outfit into 


something less 
blinding. 

Melanie Griffith 
and too much 


embroidery do not 
mix. When you're 
dress starts to look 
like you're morphing 
into something from 
Species, then it's 
probably not the best 
outfit to wear. 

And last but not 
least Scarlett 
Johansson, her 
Roland Mouret 
black gown and her 
fuzzy hair outfitted 
with a Fred Leighton 
19th-century tiara, 
made Wednesday 
from The Addams 
Family look much 
more socially 
acceptable. Some 
one needs to get this 
girl some suntan 


lotion and a blow 
dryer ASAP! 


Well, that's all 
folks. The award 
season is now offi- 
cially over, and I 
hope you all had fun 
wishing you were 
the stars and dissing 
all those who just 
can't get it right. But 
don't start crying 
yet. Just because 
award season is over 

doesn't mean _ that 
playtime is over with 
our friends in 
Hollywood. I'll keep 
an eye out and update you on who is 
wrong and is being wronged. 


Halle Berry 


eonline.com photo 
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Some of the uglier issues of 
beauty and the industry 


A more serious look 


at the epidemic in 
the U.S. today 


JENNIFER LENA 
Columnist 


Some ques- 
tion the reason 
for beauty and 
fashion articles 
at all. The truth 
is we are bur- 
dened every- 
day by what 
society deems “normal” in many 
aspects of life. In conversations we 
make judgments as to whether a per- 
son is articulate, and informative. We 
make judgments everyday in a matter 
of a few seconds about a person. 


Some like to deny this, but we all - 


know deep down that it is the truth 
and society has a lot to do with the 
decisions. 

Every magazine you pick up, 
who is selling the product? Is it some 
fat, old, hairy man? Probably not. 
You're likely to find a tall, blond, 
tanned, blue-eyed, large-chested, 
anorexic-looking woman. Why are 
these the standards? This is what I 
ask myself every day. I hope that you 
do as well. 

Granted it's not okay for a person 
to be obese, but it is just as bad to be 
anorexically thin. | wonder some- 
times where along the way it got lost 
to be healthy? From a young age lit- 
tle girls are subjected to the image of 
a “perfect w The Barbie doll. 

_Barbie heS everything a woman 
-‘sheuld;’ want. She's got the beauti- 
ful house, clothes, body, face, and 
even the man. Should this be the 
ideal that every little girl dreams of? 

So obsessed with these ideals, we 
have the Anna Nicole's of the world 
that buy their beauty at the doctors 
office with T&A. Then go marry an 


New target market for Abercrombie & Fitch 


Abercrombie & Fitch 
concept more.mature 


than its typical 


By GRETA GUEST 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


(KRT ) Abercrombie & Fitch 
Co., which built its reputation on hip 
clothing for teens and college stu- 
dents, has set its sights on developing 
the hippest brand for the college grad 
and young professional with its 
Ruehl No. 925 concept. 

The four pilot stores have proven 
successful enough that the company 
will expand by 10 stores this year, 
said Thomas Lennox, a spokesman 
for the New Albany, Ohio-based 
retailer. 

"We think there is great potential 
with the 20-year-olds. There is some- 
thing compelling about graduating 
from college and moving to the city," 


old millionaire and hope that he kicks 
the bucket in the middle of sex. All 
this for what? A car, a big house, to 
take a deli number at the doctor's 
office to enhance your chest size up a 
notch? 

The reinforcement of these ideas 
is what bothers me most about them. 
Every day girls and women look at 
themselves in the mirror and dissect 
each flaw based on what the “norm” 
is. I do it myself. 
I think, “hey I'd 
be perfect if I 
could have lipo- 
suction done to 
this and remove 
that and enhance 
this...” you end 
up going crazy. 
And what are 
you left with in 


back together but you're the same old 
person inside. Plastic surgery can 
only cover the external scars, not the 
flaws you feel in your soul. People 
need to focus on being happy on the 
inside first. I just give guidance on 
how to dress in order to look better 
and feel better. 

Whenever I have a stinker of a 
day I know that by dressing up I look 
better. When I know I look good and 


$4 


Don't follow standards if 
you don't believe them, ... love 
yourself, 
thing you can do. 


it's the greatest 


the end? 
Someone _ else. 
You've been cut 
up and = sewn 


he said. 

The concept was designed for 
22- to 30-year old customers, but 
Ruehl stores have been attracting a 
slightly older customer than expect- 
ed, he said. It captures the fantasy of 
moving to the big city, in this case 
New York, and hanging out. 

The store focuses on casual, 
urban apparel, hand-stitched leather 
goods and used books on shelves 
throughout the store. Shoppers can 
pick up a suede bag for $398, a pair 
of beaded jeans for $148, a men's 
hooded sweatshirt for $78 and a 
Village Voice or New York Times: 
The pricing is about 20 percent above 
Abercrombie & Fitch. ‘ 

The atmosphere inside is similar 
to what it is outside _ soft lighting 
and dark gray walls. And the inner 
space is broken up much like a 
Manhattan brownstone, with a vari- 
ety of smaller rooms selling specific 
merchandise and some quiet areas 
with overstuffed couches. A center 
aisle, called the gallery, separates the 
men's and women's departments, and 


is filledswith ait ‘commissioned, for 
Ruehl. 


"We get comments sometimes 


that it is too dark, but it creates an 
atmosphere,” Lennox said. "This is a 
business that is built on emotion. If 
we build a hip brand, people will 
want to buy into it. That's what all 
great brands do." 

The concept is expected to com- 
pete with the Gap, Banana Republic 
and J. Crew. L 

Tony Camilletti, an executive 
with Design Fabrications Inc. in 


Madison Heights, Mich., which ‘spe- » 


cializes in retail, said several retailers 
are experimenting with similar con- 


cepts now to expand their traditional ° 


consumer base without compromis- 
ing current brands. Companies that 


have done it well include Limited’ 


Brands and Talbots, he said. 

"I refer to it as‘a reverse-acceler- 
ated customer capture. It is really all 
about taking your demographic and 
expanding it but sticking with your 
style," he said. "It really starts to cre- 
ate a timeline of customer loyalty." 


Yahoo! Images photo 


Tteel good, my day 
is a bit brighter. I 
guarantee that all of 
you will feel like a 
better individual if 
you work on the 
inside first and then 
move on to looking 
at yourself in the 
mirror. You might 
see a wrinkle as a 
laugh line, or a mole 
as a “beauty mark”. 
It all comes down to 
taking life and look- 
ing at it optimistical- 
ly. Don't follow stan- 
dards if you don't 
believe them, and 
most importantly 
love yourself, it's the 
greatest thing you 
can do. 


He said that while the Ruehl con- 
cept is narrowly tailored, it could 
succeed. Camilletti also noted that 
American Eagle plans a concept to 
reach an older audience, and the Gap 
is developing a new concept store for 
boomer-age women. 

"To walk into Novi (Mich.) and 
see a Greenwich Village address does 


_up the cool factor and give you a 


feeling you are associating with 
something outside your’ normal con- 
fines," Camilletti said. 

Store manager Sara Mingus in 
Novi said that, while the store has 
more of a masculine feel to it, both 
sexes are responding. 

"There are trends the male cus- 
tomer is responding to. They want to 
look good," she said. "Sometimes it 
is cool for women to shop in a men's 
store." 

Mingus said the men's pants siz- 
ing goes up to a 36-inch waist while 
women's sizes are 0-12. Camilletti 
said the sizing and the focus on after- 
work casual clothing could alienate 
some potential customers. 


"I can't understand the blinders: 
that. they have on with facing real 
Americans, real customers. It is very, 
exclusive. But not everybody is the 
perfect size, most people aren't. 
When you are in a popular mall like 
that, you need to be more main- 
stream." | 

Lennox said metro Detroit was 


_ selected as a test market because its 


other stores do well here, including 
Hollister for teens and Abercrombie 
for 7- to 14- year- olds. The company 
has annual revenue of $2 billion and 
operates 356 Abercrombie & Fitch 
stores, 171 Abercrombie stores, 256. 
Hollister stores and four Ruehl 
stores. 

Other Ruehl test stores were 
opened last year in Chicago, New 
Jersey and Tampa, Fla. 

"It's hard to say now how many 


- Ruehl stores there will be," Lennox 


said. "We are very pleased with our 
early results." 
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Today’s moms aren’t desperate ... they’re hot 


By LisA ANDERSON 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


(KRT) So long, soccer moms in 
minivans. Hello, hot moms — in 
miniskirts. Americans may still feel the 
same way about apple pie, but the image 
of Mom in the sentimental land of June 
Cleaver and Harriet Nelson is undergo- 
ing what some might call an extreme 
makeover. 

From the voluptuous, fictional, 40- 
something "Desperate Housewives" of 

Wisteria Lane to such svelte real-life 
pushers of prams as actresses Gwyneth 
Paltrow and Julia Roberts, mothers in 
popular culture rarely have been por- 
trayed as so stylish, so seductive and so, 
yes, sexy. So hot, in fact, writers pen 
songs about them, retailers’stock stores 
for them, and publishers make cover 
girls out of them. 

Hot moms, in fact, have graced the 
covers of three non-mom-oriented mag- 
azines this month, underscoring the 
spreading popularity of a concept that is 
as complex as it is controversial. 

If "there are no ugly mothers on 
Wisteria Lane," as Kathy Newman, an 
English professor and specialist in 
media studies at Carnegie Mellon 
University, pointed out, neither is there a 
simple definition of what makes a mom 
hot. Teri Hatcher, who plays the 
divorced, work-at-home mother of a 
teenage daughter on ABC's soapy sub- 
urban series "Desperate Housewives," 

_ appeared on the February covers of two 
quite different magazines _ the upscale 
fashion book Harper's Bazaar and the 
down-and-slightly-dirty so-called "lad 
mag" FHM. 

Each had a decidedly different take 
on the new hot mom. 

Billed by Bazaar as "America's . 
New Domestic Goddess," Hatcher, 40 
and the mother of a young daughter, 
looked like a tanned, toned and tasteful 
socialite in a slinky, backless, coral chif- 


fon evening gown designed by Roberto 
Cavalli and priced at $10,480. 

On the cover of FHM (For Him 
Magazine), where the racy cover lines 
included "One Night Stands," it was 
mom as minx, Hatcher, sitting legs 
apart, wore a Mona Lisa smile, a 
provocative stare and little else in a low- 
cut black lace peignoir, split open in the 
front to reveal a pierced navel and 
polka-dot panties. 

And Elle featured actress Uma 
Thurman, the 34-year-old mother of a 
young boy and girl, wearing a Fendi 
leather jacket and an embroidered shirt 
that bared a taut bit of belly over a pair 
of low-slung Diesel jeans _ a look that 
would be equally appropriate on a 
woman half her age. 

Why not, said Dev Patnaik, a pro- 
fessor of design consulting at Stanford 
University and co-founder of Jump 
Associates, a marketing strategy firm 
that advises manufacturers and retailers, 
such as Target. 

"We're looking at a whole genera- 
tion of Baby Boomers who are not act- 
ing their age. Generation X picks up on 
that," he said. 

"We have been noticing these 
changes in moms over the past five or 
seven years," he said, noting that 
"Desperate Housewives" may best 
encapsulate the trend toward fitter, more 
fashionable mothers, whether working 
outside the home or not. 

"True wit is nature to advantage 
dress'd, What oft was thought, but ne'er 
so well expressed," said Patnaik about 
the top-rated television show, quoting 
the poet Alexander Pope. 

"If you look at Target, for example, 
the average customer is 34 to 36 with 
two children. We're not selling her 
aprons, we're selling her Isaac Mizrahi," 
he said of a hip fashion designer. "Sexy 
does not have to mean trashy at that 


age." s 

But combining sexiness and moth- 
erhood can be a tricky equation in a 
decency-obsessed society with strong 


feelings regarding what constitutes a 
good mother, said Sharon Hays, a soci- 
ologist at the University of Virginia and 
author of "The Cultural Contradictions 
of Motherhood." 

"Of course, these hot moms have 
this sexy and alluring side and with that 
comes a darker side, which is cunning, 
manipulative, catty and even deadly," 
said Hays, noting we have been here 
many times before. 

Think Mrs. Robinson in the 1967 
film "The Graduate." Think 1978's 
"Harper Valley PTA." Think 2000's 
"Erin Brockovich." Think 2002's 
"White Oleander." All depict sensual 
women who drew well outside the tra- 
ditional G-rated maternal lines of dress 
and behavior. 

While ABC rejected a pilot for "Hot 
Mom," a series about a wedding planner 
whose social life eclipses that of her 
daughter, the WB Television Network 
plans an April debut for "Living with 
Fran." It stars Fran Drescher of "The 
Nanny" as a miniskirted, middle-age 
divorcee and mother of two, who has a 
live-in boyfriend half her age and only 
slightly older than her medical student 
son. 

And last week ABC announced 
"Soccer Moms," the pilot for a new 
series starring Kristin Davis, undeniably 
"hot" as Charlotte in "Sex and the City," 
as one of a pair of suburban house- 
wives-turned-private-investigators. 

The concept of the hot mom comes 
with a "built-in contradiction," Hays 
said. "Just as you can't be a working 
mother and be a ‘good' mother, you can't 
be a sexy mother and be .a ‘good moth- 
er,’ because in both cases you're being 
too narcissistic." 

"The ‘good' mother puts her chil- 
dren. at the center of the universe and 
thinks nothing of herself," she said, not- 
ing that she believes this ideal of self- 
less, "intensive" mothering emerged 
simultaneously with the increased par- 
ticipation of middle-class women in the 
workforce as a result of the women's 


movement. 

"That is probably the most deeply 
rooted image that all mothers deal with 
in this culture," said Joanne Brundage, 
founder and executive director of 
Mothers & More, 17-year-old national 
support and advocacy group for moth- 
ers, based in Elmhurst, Ill. 

"We're all enculturated to believe 
that mothers are selfless individuals and 
that being invested in your family pre- 
cludes you from having a life of your 


“own and having any level of self-cen- 


teredness. I see women going through 
this inner turmoil daily," she said. "It's 
not an intellectual exercise. It is still an 
emotional thing." 

No such restraint, however, marks 
the nine months of pre-baby fashion. 
The tentlike tops and pussycat bows of 
a generation ago have given way to 
body-conscious midriff-baring tops and 
low-rise jeans, according to Rebecca 
Matthias, president and founder of 
Mothers Work Inc., a maternity wear 
retailer which owns A Pea in the Pod, 
Mimi Maternity and Motherhood 
Maternity stores. 

"Motherhood is hot. That's why we 
chose the slogan,” said Matthias of the 
new spring ad campaign for the "siz- 
zling, sexy fashions" of the Motherhood 
Maternity chain. 

Nothing illustrates the change more 
than the way many a prospective moth- 
er showcases her expanding belly these 
days. When Matthias began the compa- 
ny in 1982, "we were all trying to hide 
it, to blend in. Now, people want to 
show it off, celebrate it. And they have 
celebrities out there who are showing 
skin, and more, and everybody wants to 
emulate that look,” she said. 

"These are women between 20 and 
40 years old, at the height of their fash- 
ionable years, and there's a lot of fashion 
out there. They haven't changed their 
idea about what they want to wear 
because they're pregnant," she said. 

"There's’a lot of sexier tops and sex- 
ier dressing going on. Well, guess what, 


pregnant women want them too. How 
much sexier can you be than when 
you're pregnant? That's what sex is all 
about. How do you think we got this 
way?" she asked, with a laugh. 

"The images have changed," agreed 
Mothers & More's Brundage. But, she 
said, stereotypes have changed a lot 
more for women in general than they 
have for mothers in particular. The con- 
nection between sexuality and mother- 
hood remains the stuff of prurience, as a 
hair-raising Internet search for hot 
moms confirms. 

"The good news is that there's a 
positive stereotype to replace what was 
a sort of negative stereotype, the June 
Cleaver mom who didn't have a life of 
her own. Now, thanks to images like 
“Desperate Housewives,’ yes, mothers 
can be sex bombs and they can be 
frumpy and they can be all of these 
things. But we're still stuck in _ what is 
the image of a mother? And we perceive 
that as a problem," she said. 

However, Brundage points out that 
Mothers & More's membership loves 
"Desperate Housewives" because 
"mothers are absolutely starved for 
meaty shows about mothers." 

She said her members most identify 
with Felicity Huffman's character, 
Lynette, a former high-powered career 
woman who chose to be a stay-at-home 
mom.and daily wrestles with the chal- 
lenges of four unmanageable kids and a 
fading sense of identity. 

On the other hand, Brundage noted, 
her husband's favorite character on the 
show is Susan, the single mother played 
by Hatcher. She's not surprised. 

"My theory is that it has always 
been the same with men," she said. "It's 
always the vixen next door. She's very 
sweet, but, oh, mama!" 

Or, as the 2003 Fountains of Wayne 
song "Stacy's Mom" a high school 
boy's paean to a friend's mom, who was 
portrayed in the video by supermodel 
Rachel Hunter put it: "Stacy's mom has 
got it going on." 


KRT_ 
Feb. 28-March 6, 2005 


ARIES (March 21- 
' April 20) Physical vitality 
and romantic interest will 
increase over the next 12 
days: early this week, some Aries 
natives may begin controversial 
relationships or adopt new health 
regimes. If so, family members will 
soon request detailed explanations: 
remain calm and carefully consider 
the established habits of loved ones. 
After Thursday, colleagues and 
authority figures are easily irritated 
with new information. Avoid cre- 
ative change, if possible: revisions 
will not be accepted. 


TAURUS (April 21- 

May 20) New friends and 

lovers now provide unique 

insights into their private 
thoughts or dreams. Tuesday 
through Thursday, pay attention to 
extended travel plans or creative 
employment schemes. Although 
unrealistic, fresh concepts will 
eventually become workable: 
expect loved ones to alter to their 


long-term goals or lifestyles. After 


Friday, romantic decisions are need- 
ed. Someone close may fear deeper 
commitment: offer reassurance and 
concrete intentions. 


GEMINI (May 21- 

June 21) Financial partner- 

ships will this week 

require extra planning. Over the 
next 12 days, many Geminis will 


receive delayed payments or secure 
a secondary source of income. 
Study legal contracts and verify all 
terms: time sensitive agreements, 
although reliable, will demand com- 
plex negotiations. Later this week, a 
friend may announce unexpected 
travel or educational plans. 
Restlessness and social isolation are 
a key influence: remain patient and 
ask probing questions. 


~O CANCER (June 22- 
@ July 22) Before Thursday, 
a close friend or lover may 
offer misinformation or vague invi- 
tations. Romantic triangles, private 
_resentments and ongoing social dis- 
putes will now create tension. Do 
your best to encourage group har- 
mony: over the next four days, 
loved ones will follow your emo- 
tional guidance. Friday through 
Sunday also. accent yesterday's 
debts and forgotten payments. 
Detailed paperwork will soon be 
required: thoroughly evaluate all 
legal or financial documents. 
SQ Authority figures will this 
week carefully examine 
workplace skill and performance. 
After Tuesday, business reputation 
and career history will prove vital to 
successful advancement. Remain 
attentive and push for complete 
financial details or employment 
records: your enthusiasm and atten- 
tion to detail will be noticed. Friday 
through Sunday, a recently shy 
acquaintance may offer an unex- 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 


pected romantic overture. If so, 
remain detached: complex social 


politics are involved. 
TN) Sept. 22) Long-term 
“* romance is a top priority 
over the next few days: after 
Tuesday, expect lovers or potential 
partners to ask for greater involve- 
ment in private decisions and fami- 
ly events. Don't disappoint: group 
acceptance and planned celebra- 
tions will now help move key rela- 
tionships. forward. Thursday 
through Saturday, a business or 
financial proposal from approxi- 
mately 9 weeks ago will reoccur. 
Quickly accept new jobs or partner- 
ships: there's much to be gained. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Creative business sug- 
waene gestions will be publicly 
challenged over the next 12 days. At 
present, colleagues and officials 
may feel more comfortable with 
flawed methods than with construc- 
tive ideas. Remain determined: in 
the coming weeks controversial 
workplace changes will be intro- 
duced. After Friday, many Librans 
will begin a powerful phase of 
social and romantic charisma. New 
sensuality and short-term relation- 
ships may be difficult to resist: stay 
balanced. ; 


IE 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Team projects 
will now subtly establish 


new workplace roles. Before mid- 
week, study the actions or com- 
ments of older colleagues for valu- 
able clues. Some Scorpios may be 
asked to privately mediate a dispute 
between co-workers. If so, remain 
diplomatic and watch for outbursts: 
hidden resentments may be in oper- 
ation. Friday through Sunday, 
friends or relatives may be tem- 
porarily moody. Don't confront: 
loved ones may need extra time to 


resolve unproductive feelings. 
x 23-Dec. 21) Quiet flirta- 
tions and seductive invita- 
tions will prove distracting before 
mid-week. At present, brief love 
affairs are highly favored and may 
arrive from unlikely sources. 
Remain cautious, however, con- 
cerning the romantic overtures of 
new business partners, clients or 
customers: this is not the right time 
to take emotional risks in the work- 
place. After Saturday, physical ener- 
gy may be low: rest, if possible, and 
pamper the body. Neck, upper arms 

or back may be easily strained. 
"6 22-Jan. 20) Early this 
week, a close friend may 
request delicate romantic or family 
advice. Long-term promises, com- 
plex personality traits or emotional 
regrets may be at issue. Encourage 
slow solutions and careful planning: 
sudden social changes will not pro- 


duce the desired result. Tuesday 
through Thursday also highlight 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 


CAPRICORN = (Dec. 


stained business relationships. Key 
issues involve fear of change, low 
self-confidence and group alien- 
ation. Provide leadership: your 
skills are needed. 


ASAN, _ AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
. Feb. 19) Special applica- 

tions, loans or corporate 
permissions will demand almost 
constant attention over the next 12 
days. Small details are easily mis- 
taken and may later create annoying 
delays. Although difficult, provide 
authority figures with completed 
records and accurate estimates. 
Tuesday through Friday, a long- 
term friend or romantic partner may 
need to publicly discuss their pri- 
vate social mistakes or romantic 
regrets. Avoid offering advice: pas- 


sions are unusually high. 
} March 20) Social anxiety is 
now easing: over the next 
four days expect friends or potential 
lovers to ask probing questions or 
discuss private information. Take all 
such revelations as a compliment: 
trust, intimacy and shared emotion- 
al goals will soon improve romantic 
relationships. Later this week, many 
Pisceans will begin a dramatic 
phase of career planning or job 
advancement. Rely on_ trusted 
dreams for guidance: this is the 
right time to reclaim yesterday's 
forgotten ideals. 


PISCES. (Feb. 20- 
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Men’s basketball team falls just 
short of state tournament 


By KYLE RICHARDSON 
Contributing Reporter 


A game that attracted a much 
bigger crowd than usual did not go 
the Knights way, as they came up 
short losing to New Hampshire Tech 
82-62, which handed the Knights 
their third straight loss. 

The Knights got off to a rocky 
start, which had a lot to do with New 
Hampshire Tech’s zone defense. 
Where ever the Knights were New 
Hampshire Tech was right there wait- 
ing for them, and it worked as their 
defense caused numerous turnovers 
as well as many bad looks at the bas- 
ket. Guard, Joe Tardif had a tough 
time finding his rhythm with defend- 
ers all over him. Joe ended the night 
with 7 points. 

New Hampshire Tech had their 
way with the Knights down low 
beneath the basket, they were aggres- 
sive making most of their shots and 
out rebounding the Knights all night 
long. The Knights lost their focus 
due to calls that were not going their 
way, not only did the players know it, 
but the fans and the head coach as 
well. You could hear the boo’s erupt- 
ing from the crowd and from the 
sideline. With the half near, the 
Knights continued to turn the ball 
over, forcing passes that weren’t 
there, making it easier for New 
Hampshire Tech to grab a bigger lead 
heading into half, as they went into 
the locker room with a 32-22 lead 
over the Knights. 

The second half got worse for the 
Knights as they continued to dig 
themselves deeper into a hole that 
they were not able to climb out of. 


New Hampshire Tech came out with 
intensity at both ends of the floor as 
they started to take control of the 
game early in the second half. With 
14:30 left in the game the Knights 
were sinking fast, as New Hampshire 


Tech held on to a 20-point lead. The’ 


Knights were not going away with- 
out a fight as they tried to claw their 
way back into the game, Mark 
Russell tried to give the Knights a 


to advance to the Final Four. 

Head Coach Joe Tardif said, “It 
was a great win for us, winning the 
last game before states, it gives us 
great confidence and also it was good 
to see the sophomores win their final 
game.” 

Being the last game of the season 
wasn’t the only thing that brought 
attention to the fans, it was also the 
uniforms that the Knights were wear- 


SS 6 6a ae 


Mark told me that he would 
make a hook shot for me, and he 


did. 


-Coach Tardif 


spark as he hit back to back three- 
pointers and ended the night with 11 
points. In the end it was the Knights 
who were on the short end of the 
stick. The Knights then tried to cap- 
ture their final home game victory of 
the regular season as they hosted 
Mass Bay Community College 
Saturday, Feb 19. 

The Knights were able secure a 
preliminary spot for States, as they 
defeated Mass Bay Community 
College 90-76 Saturday Feb. 19 their 
last home game of the regular season. 
The Knights ended their regular sea- 
son with a record of 12-14. With a 
win Wednesday night against 
Quigsigamond at Holyoke gymnasi- 
um the Knights would earn a chance 


ing. The Knights brought back the 
bright yellow jerseys from the early 
90’s, throw backs if you will. 

“It brought team harmony, the 
sophomore captains wanted to do 
something special since it was the 
last regular season game. It was a 
good way for them to end their career 
as a Knight,” Coach Tardif said. “I 
gave Mark Russell a hard time before 
the game, because he was wearing 
my old number, 25. Mark told me 
that he would make a hook shot just 
for me, and he did.” 

The first half was a competitive 
contest with the game always close. 
The Knights worked the ball around 
the perimeter very well, as well as 
attacking the ball on the inside. The 


Knights ran the ball up court fairly 
quick, getting themselves in good 
position for the open shot. It was not 
until a little more than six and a half 
minutes left-in the first half when 
Mass Bay took their first lead of the 
game, which would be their last. The 
Knights stayed focused and went into 


‘the half with a 37-34 point lead. 


Both teams came out with some- 
thing to prove in the second half, and 
that was neither of them were going 
to give up. In the first 
couple minutes it was a 
fast pace game, each 
team took turns making 
their shots at either end © 
of the court. Guard Joe 
Tardif opened the second 
half with three consecu- 
tive three-pointers each 
trip down the court. 
Tardif went 4-5 behind 
the arc in the second 
half, and ended with 23 
points. 

Along with Tardif, 
there were three other 
players in double fig- 
ures, Mark Russell with 
14 points, Alex Gomez 
and Paul Nardif with 12 
points each. Ryan 
Rasario and Matt Riley 
both chipped in with 
eight a piece. 

“It was great balance 
scoring” said Coach 
Tardif. 

Just when Mass Bay 
looked like they were 
making a run to pull 
themselves back in the 
game, the Knights pulled 
away with great defense, 


forcing Mass Bay to rush their shots. 
The Knights then headed to Holyoke 
to take on Quigsigamond in the 
MCCAC Playdown for the right to 
play in the Final Four Feb 23. The 
knights were competitive from the 
get go and put up a strong fight. The 
team came out at halftime down by 
one and looking hungry. 


Unfortunatly they could not over 
come Quigsigamond and were elimi- 
nated from tournament play. 


Ryan McAskill photo 


Matt Riley was a presence in the 
paint for the Knights all season. 


New Derek Jeter Center sent 
to the cutting room floor 


(KRT) 

NEW YORK _ A New York 
lawyer and Yankees fan went 
down swinging Friday in his bid to 
turn a Boston arena into the House 
That Jeter Built. 

Kerry Konrad’s winning offer 
to rename the FleetCenter for a 
day in honor of Yankee captain 
Derek Jeter was rejected by arena 
officials, who were auctioning off 
the name on eBay to raise money 
for charity. 

“They were going to have to 
answer the phone all day, “Hello, 
Derek Je-tuh Cen-tuh,’ “ Konrad 
said, mimicking a Boston accent. 
“I was just-going to keep calling 
them all day just to hear that.” 

The Manhattan lawyer bid 
$2,325 for the rights to rename the 
home of the Boston Celtics and 
Boston Bruins, and to tweak his 
Red  Sox-loving pals from 
Harvard’s class of 1979. 

“It really was meant as a pri- 
vate joke,’ Konrad said with a 
chuckle. “I guess it was a good 
one.” 

All too aware of New York’s 
history of dominating teams from 
Boston, arena officials reopened 
the charity auction until Konrad’s 
one-time Harvard classmate and 


loyal Sox fan Jerry Rappaport Jr. 
came in with a winning offer of 
$6,275. 

That money, combined with 
Konrad’s bid, will go to a Boston 
cancer charity..On Tuesday, with 


For only.a few thousand dollars bid on Ebay, you too 


Rappaport and Konrad set to be on 
hand, the arena will be renamed 
the Jimmy Fund Arena for the day. 

“The Jimmy Fund is a charity 
that transcends the biggest rivalry 
in sports, which is fitting, as can- 


can rename the Fleet Center for one day and enjoy. 


Konrad 


FleetCenter.com photo - 


cer affects every- 
one,” said charity 
chairman Mike 
Andrews, a former 
Red Sox second 
baseman. 

The Jimmy 
Fund’s reputation 
was enough to 
convince Konrad 
to back off his bid 
when an arena 
official called 
him. 

“Tee toldie vimy: 
friends to step up 
towsithemy platter: 
said. “I 
told’ them, If 
you've got more pride, then donate 
more money.’ “ 

Konrad said he, never consid- 
ered naming the arena after anyone 
but the Yankee shortstop. 

“Who can dislike Derek 
Jeter?” he said. “He’s a class act 
all the way, a true champion.” . 

_ Konrad intentionally steered 
clear of invoking the names of 
other Bronx Bombers vilified in 
Beantown, which broke the ‘Curse 
of: the Bambino in October, win- 
ning its first World Series. since 
1918. : 

“I very. deliberately decided 
not to call it the Bucky Dent 


They were going to 
have to answer the phone 
all day, ‘Hello, Derek Je- 
tuh Cen-tuh — 


- Kerry Konrad 


Center or the Aaron Boone 
Center;” he said. “Now that would 
have been an insult.” 

Still, Konrad couldn’t help but 
wonder on Friday what it would 
have been like if his bid had suc- 
cecdediy =: 

“It would have been the ulti- 
mate topper,” he said. “For the rest 
of my life I could have pulled out 
the picture of myself next to the 
FleetCenter with the name of 
Derek Jeter on it.” 


Page 19 NECC Observer March 2, 2005 


Spring baseball season to get - 
in sunny place 


Starte 


With spring training 
under way the team 
prepares for Florida 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


The start 
of the spring 
baseball 
season is 
Dea eset 
approaching 
and the 
Northern 
Essex base- 
ball team is 
eager to get on the field. With 
the fall baseball season behind 
them, there are only two weeks 
left until the start of the season. 

The fall season is more of a 
spring training type of season. 
The rules of the game are fol- 
lowed but only to a certain 
extent. Some of the games can 
run ten plus innings long and 
the substitution rules are thrown 
out the window. The fall season 


_is also where players can make. 


a statement toward a roster spot 
for the spring season, which is 
the varsity season. 

With the field covered in 


snow the team 
turns to the 
Sports and 
Fitness Center. § 
for practice. 
Every weekday 
morning at 
5:30, the base- 
ball team is in 
full swing and 
practice is 
underway. 
Loosening up 
the arms, taking 
grounders and 
batting practice 
are just a few of 
the drills that 
avcw Ong aathe 
Ssucubse duu er 
Using incred- 
iballs, baseballs 
made of fabric 
and foam _ rub- 


ber, the team 
runs through 
drills. At 7:30 practice ends 


and the players shower and head 
to class or back to their cars to 
head home. 

The Knights start the spring 
season in Florida on their yearly 
trip.to the Cocoa Beach Expo. 
The Cocoa Beach Expo is a 
yearly event that attracts two 
and four year schools alike from 
all around the United States and 


Canada. Over the course of five 
days the participating schools 
play games on one of Cocoa 
Beach’s ten baseball fields. 
Despite the spring training feel, 
the outcomes of the games do 
count toward the team’s overall 
record. 

The NECC Knights did their 
own fund-raising to pay for the 
trip and the Knights will play 


An uneasy statement: 
Red Sox and 
steroids 


By Davip HOUSTON 
Contributing Reporter 


With the current steroid con- 
troversy in Major League base- 
ball, I was thinking about writ- 
ing that many of the Red Sox 
players do not fit the steroid 
profile and body type. 
However, after I heard Sean 
McAdams of the Boston Herald 
implied that Manny Alexander, 
a former Red Sox player, used 
the “juice,” I started to wonder. 

Alexander was a light hitting 
infielder for the Sox in the 90s 
and was found to have steroids 
in his car. Although he denied 
that the steroids were his, it is 
hard to believe. He was not 
bulky or a guy who all of a sud- 
den hit 50 homeruns. He never 
put on 30 plus pounds of muscle 
in the later years of his career. 

When a person with the slen- 
der body type of Manny 
Alexander is accused of taking 
steroids it changes how you 
approach the steroid issue. With 
that I could not help but look at 


the Red Sox and wonder who 
might be “juicing.” 

Manny Ramirez and David 
Ortiz do not seem to fit the pro- 
file. Neither guy is ripped with 
oversized muscle. Ortiz came to 
camp this spring lighter in his 
midsection and has never had a 
muscular physique. Ramirez 
has one of the sweetest right- 
handed swings in baseball and 
that is likely why he hits the 
ball so effectively. 

Kevin Millar does not have 
definition, however he did go 
from a singles hitter to a power 
hitter while he was in the 
minors. It could be attributed to 
working out, but the steroid 
question still remains. 

Then we need to look at guys 
like Johnny Damon, Trot Nixon 
and Bill Mueller. These guys do 
not have big power numbers but 
are capable of hitting for power. 
Damon and Nixon have both 
become larger in recent years 
but not alarmingly so. Mueller 
has never been a big guy and he 
has a good swing. 

Red Sox Captain Jason 
Varitek has always been big and 


strong even in the minor 
leagues. He has come into camp 
the last few years focusing on 
defense and working with pitch- 
ers and not on putting up offen- 
sive numbers. 

The only player on last years 
team who showed the physique 
for steroids was Gabe Kapler. 
However, Kapler is a_ vocal 
opponent to steroid use. He 
even voluntarily tested on ESPN 
and came up clean. That basi- 
cally clears Kapler’s name. 

The person from last year’s 
team that sticks out in my mind 
as a steroid user is Nomar 
Garciaparra. Nomar was a 170 
pounder and has grown every 
year along with building up a 
long list of injures. But with no 
solid proof it is hard to prove 
anything. 

The people who have actual- 
ly taken steroids have ruined the 
integrity of the game. The indi- 
viduals who should be the most 
upset are the ones who. have 
stayed clean. It is a shame that 
honest ball players now must be 
grouped together with the 
offenders. 
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With the field frozen, the baseball team turns to the Sports and Fitness 
center for practice and will open the season in Florida under the sun. 


eight games over five days. 
Some of the other teams joining 
the Knights will be the County 
College of Morris, North Iowa 
Area Community College, the 
Toronto Baseball Academy, 
Alfred State, the Ontario 
Baseball Academy, Northland 
Community College and Miami 
University Middletown. 

March 30 will mark the first 


time that the Knights will 
play locally but they stay on 
the road. They open with 
five ‘straight road games 
starting in Warwick, RI 
against the Community 
College of Rhode Island. In 
the following weeks the 
Knights play Manchester 
Community College April 2, 
Massasoit Community 
College Aprile (5) -Dean 
College April 7 and Bunker 
Hill Community College 
April 11. 

Finally the Knights play 
on their home field with the 
home opener April 12 when 
Bunker Hill Community 
College comes to town. The 
team will play more games 
on the road this year then it 
will at home this season. Not 
including the trip to Florida, 
the Knights play nine road 
games and home 
games. 

They wrap-up the season at 
home May 4. with the 
Community College of Rhode 
Island. If the Knights can qual- 
ify for tournament play, the 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association Region XXI 
Tournament will be played May 
13-15 at Manchester 
Community College. 


seven 


WEEKLY SPORTS 
FRIVIA ANSWERS 


1.) Former Miami Dolphins quarterback 
and current CBS Sports commentator 
Dan Marino appeared in the 1994 


movie. 


2.) Philadelphia Warriors 169-New York 


Knicks 147. 


3.) Former Boston Red Sox pitcher Bob 
Stanley, after negative comments writ- 
ten about him in a local newspaper. 


4.) 2,632 - from 1982 to 1998. 


5.) It is the major leagues' highest 
career batting average -Ty Cobb, from 


1905 to 1928: 
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ECC celebrated 
with a fiesta 
hursday Feb. 24 
o recognize the 
Dominican 
epublic’s day of | 
independence 


Drummers drummed a beat for the fiesta 
goers to move their feet to. 


The Fitness 
Center was full of 
students dancing 
tothe — 
festive music. 


Pictures courtesy of Dina Brown 
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